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Intent

At Rotherhithe Primary School, we believe that high-quality Art lessons will inspire children
to think innovatively and develop creative procedural understanding. Art and Design is
valued as an important part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced
curriculum.

Our Art curriculum for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 follows the Kapow Primary scheme of work and
provides children with opportunities to develop their skills using a range of media and
materials. Children learn the skills of drawing, painting, printing, collage, textiles, 3D work
and digital art and are given the opportunity to explore and evaluate different creative
ideas. Children will be infroduced to a range of works and develop knowledge of the styles
and vocabulary used by famous artists, architects and designers. The skills they acquire are
applied to their cross-curricular topics, allowing children to use their art skills to reflect on
and explore topics in greater depth; for example, by sketching historical artefacts in detail,
researching geographical locations to support their work on landscape painting or using
art as a medium to express emotion and thought to enhance their personal, social and
emotional development. Many areas of art link with mathematical ideas of shape and
space; for example, when printing repeating patterns and designs and thinking about 3D
shapes to support structures. It is paramount that artwork be purposeful; be this as a means
of expression or to explore the styles of other artists that inspire our own work. Pupils should
be clear what the intended outcomes are and have a means to measure their own work
against this.

Implementation

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we implement a
curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. Art and design is tfaught as part
of a termly topic, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum.
Teachers plan lessons for their class using our progression of knowledge and skills document.
The progression document ensures the curriculum is covered and the skills/knowledge
taught is progressive from year group to year group. The emphasis on knowledge ensures
that children understand the context of the artwork, as well as the artists, architects and
designers that they are learning about and being inspired by. This enables links to other
curriculum areas, including humanities, with children developing a considerable
knowledge of individual artists as well as individual works and art movements. A similar focus
on skills means that children are given opportunities to express their creative imagination,
as well as practice and develop mastery in the key processes of art: drawing, painting,
printing, collage and sculpture. Children’s knowledge and skills are built upon over a
sequence of lessons which lead to a final piece.

Impact
The Art lead monitors the impact and implementation of our curriculum through learning

walks, book monitoring and by creating a progression portfolio. Art Ambassadors (chosen
from each class) promote art across the school. They collect evidence of the art
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produced by children and write conftributions for the school’s newsletter to showcase
children’s learning. Their voice informs the development of the subject within our school.

Art and design learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school.

They are keen to learn new skills and work hard to develop those shown to them.
Teachers have high expectations and quality evidence is presented in a variety of
ways.

The children’s art is very often cross-curricular and helps them to express feelings and
emotions in art, as well as show their knowledge and understanding in other areas of
the curriculum.

Children use technical vocabulary and are expected to know and apply the
matters, skills and processes specified.

During their education journey children become more confident in analysing their
work and giving their opinion on their own and other works of art.

Children show competences in improving their resilience and perseverance by
continually evaluating and improving their work.



