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Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
R Topics are linked to EYFS curriculum. 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, 

observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

Topics include: our local area, weather, seasons and the environment. 

Understanding the world Draw information from a simple map. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country 

and life in other countries. 

Explore the natural world around them 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which 

they live. 

ELG Understanding the world People, Culture and Communities Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 

observation, discussion stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life life in this country 

and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-

fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural World Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 

around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural 

world around them, including the seasons. 



    Rotherhithe Primary School Curriculum Map  

 

1 Our local area 

Locational Knowledge 

Name, locate and 

identify characteristics 

of the four countries 

and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding 

seas 

-Where do I live? 

Where do others live? 

Where is the school? 

-How do I get to 

school? 

-what can we see in 

the streets around our 

school? 

 

Seasonal Change 

-To be able to observe 

changes across the 

four 

seasons.(Throughout 

the year and linked to 

Science) 

Mapping Skills 

London- linked to 

immediate local area 

(Southwark and 

Rotherhithe) 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

-Use basic 

geographical 

vocabulary to refer to 

local & familiar 

features 

-Use four compass 

directions & simple 

vocabulary 

Seasonal Change 

-To be able to 

observe changes 

across the four 

seasons.(Throughout 

the year and linked to 

Science) 

Contrasting locality 

Brazil 

Place knowledge 

Compare local area 

to a non-European 

country Location, 

Animals, Landmarks, 

Art, Culture, Food, 

History, Language, 

Weather 

Seasons & Weather 

Human and physical 

geography 

Identify seasonal / 

daily weather 

patterns in the UK and 

the location of hot 

and cold areas of the 

world 

-To be able to 

observe and describe 

weather associated 

with the seasons. 

-To be able to 

observe and describe 

how length of day 

varies. 

2 Our local area 

Locational Knowledge 

Name and locate the 

world’s 7 continents 

and 5 oceans, 

understanding the 

terms ‘continent’ and 

‘sea’. 

Understand that a 

world map shows all 

the countries in the 

world. Identify the UK 

and the countries 

where members of the 

class come from. 

London-Kent (White 

cliffs of Dover) 

Human & Physical 

Geography Use basic 

geographical 

vocabulary to 

describe a less familiar 

area 

e.g. key physical 

features including: 

beach, cliffs, 

vegetation 

-key human features 

including: city, town, 

village etc. 

-Look at daily and 

seasonal weather 

patterns 

-Use vocab to refer to 

human/physical 

features 

Contrasting locality 

Australia 

Place knowledge  

Compare local area 

to a non- European 

country 

-Name & locate  

continents and 

oceans 

-Comparing British 

Woodlands Vs 

Australia 

-Looking at equators 

and hot and cold 

parts of the world. 

-Locating on 

maps/continents 

 -Types of animals 

habitat 

Urban and rural 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

-Use aerial images 

and other models to 

create simple plans 

and maps, using 

symbols 

-Use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

immediate 

environment 

-British Woodland 

-Studies into British 

Woodlands 

-Looking and 

identifying different 

forests in different 

parts of UK. 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork: 

Knights and Castles 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

-Plotting castles in the 

UK on a map. 

-What was it like to live 

in a medieval castle? 

-Why they were built, 

who designed famous 

castles etc. 

Human and physical 

geography: 

Countries affected by 

extreme weather 

Looking at seasonal 

weather/climate 

patterns 
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(Atlas work, world 

maps) 

3  Weather of the World 

Human and physical geography 

Describe & understand climate, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes, 

Earthquakes, settlements, trade links, etc. 

-To be able to identify the continents of the 

world. 

-To be able to locate countries on a world map. 

-To find out about some of the key 

geographical features of each continent. 

-To be able to locate major capital cities 

of the world. 

 

Place knowledge: 

Egypt: comparisons with the UK 

Compare physical and human features, draw 

conclusions, pose questions and use prior 

knowledge of map reading. 

Identify main trade and economy in England 

compared Egypt. 

Look at settlements, particularly in relation to 

the villages here and in Egypt – what 

conclusions can be drawn? 

Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. 

make comparisons between locations using 

photos/pictures, temperatures in different 

locations and population numbers. 

 

Geographical skills 

and 

Fieldwork 

 Neolithic sites 

(Stonehenge) 

 

Use 8 points of 

compass, 

symbols & keys 

-Use fieldwork to 

observe, 

measure & record 

Settlements 

Land use 

 

 

Mountains 

Locational Knowledge 

Locate world’s 

countries, 

focusing on Europe & 

Americas focus on 

key physical & human 

features 

-Volcanoes and 

earthquakes Link to 

Rocks (science) 

4 Exploration 

Locational Knowledge 

Locate world’s 

countries, focusing on 

Europe & Americas 

focus on key physical 

& human features 

 

The Antarctic 

Land features weather 

Climate change. 

Living Things and Their 

Habitats (science link) 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

Look at local living 

things and their 

habitats(Southwark 

Park) 

-Use 8 points of 

compass, symbols & 

keys 

-Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure & 

record 

Human and physical 

geography 

Describe & 

understand climate, 

rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes, 

earthquakes, water 

cycle, settlements 

and the severe world 

weather changes 

and climate change 

Human and Physical 

Geography 

, Why did the Anglo 

Saxons and the 

Vikings choose to 

settle where they did? 

What were their 

settlements like? How 

did they use the land 

and how has land use 

changed today? 

What was Anglo 

Saxon Merton like? 

How did they trade? 

How is that different 

today? 

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork(Local 

Area) 

e.g. Survey the use of 

land in the immediate 

locality of the school 

e.g. local high street, 

walking distance area, 

using the following 

classifications: 

Residential: houses, 

flats, hotels, hostels 

Retail: food, clothing, 

footwear, sports, toys, 

furniture, etc…. 

Professional/ 

Commercial: solicitors, 

banks, building 

societies, company 

offices etc…. 

Place knowledge 

Study a region of the 

UK (not local area) 

Life in Thailand 

Trade links, caves, 

international location, 

weather, A typical 

family Living in 

Thailand 

Fair trade 
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Industrial and Storage: 

machine tools, 

engineering, factories, 

warehouses 

Entertainment/ Leisure: 

theatres and cinemas, 

public houses, 

restaurants, cafes 

Public Authorities: 

local government 

offices, police, 

libraries, hospitals, 

churches, chapels, 

schools 

Other: vacant 

property, car parking, 

open spaces, 

development sites 

5 Human and Physical Geography 

Place knowledge 

Study a region of the UK (not local area) 

South Africa 

Human geography including trade between UK 

and Europe and Rest of the world. 

Fair/unfair distribution of resources (Fairtrade). 

Making comparisons to physical features of 

rivers, mountains, rivers of Britain and South 

Africa. Compare 

Match key landmarks to the country and make 

suggestions as to how landmarks affect a 

country (tourism, economy, e.g. importing fruit, 

etc) e,g Relate South African landmarks to UK 

e.g. Table mountain , Robben Island and 

Apartheid Museum generates a lot of revenue 

through tourism. Buckingham Palace, 

Stonehenge.  

Use the language of ‘north’, ‘south’, ‘east’, 

‘west’ to relate countries to each other. 

Study map and compare 

Maps 

Locational Knowledge 

The changing map of London. Booth’s poverty 

map. The Crimea, The British Empire 

Look at the countries of the world linked to the 

British Empire and the Victorians.  

Comparison of London Victoria to now, roads, 

travel, trade, linking to the rest of the word. 

Looking at the local area and the river Thames 

and looking at the changes geographically 

over time. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Use 4- and 6-figure grid references on OS maps 

-Use fieldwork to record & explain local area of 

Southwark and Rotherhithe and the 

geographical changes since the Victorian Era. 

Mapping: 

Contour lines, orienteering, treasure maps 

Geography and landscape of London. 

 

 

Greece & The 

Americas Human and 

physical geography 

Understand biomes, 

vegetation belts, land 

use, economic 

activity, distribution of 

resources, etc. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes to Investigate 

key geographical 

features of Ancient 

Greece. 

Understand latitude, 

longitude, Equator, 

hemispheres, tropics, 

polar 

circles & time zones 

Greece & The 

Americas 

Place knowledge 

Study a region of 

Europe, and of the 

Americas Geography 

linked to history unit 

on Ancient Greece. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes to Investigate 

key geographical 

features of Ancient 

Greece. 

Understand latitude, 

longitude, Equator, 

hemispheres, tropics, 

polar circles & time 

zones 
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6 Place knowledge- 

USA 

Linked to History unit  

Study a region of the 

Americas– 

landscapes, key 

geographical features 

Study of North 

America 

-Environmental 

regions, key physical 

and human 

characteristics. Major 

cities, mountain 

ranges, rivers, lakes, 

landmarks. 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork: 

Our local area-

Rotherhithe/Southwark 

Fieldwork/traffic study 

Undertake a traffic 

survey of the local 

main road - tally 

counting, types of 

vehicle observed, 

comparing the traffic 

flow at different times 

of the day, parking 

problems, varying 

needs of different high 

street users - 

shopkeepers, children, 

senior citizens, 

businesses 

Collate the data 

collected and record 

it using data handling 

software to produce 

graphs and charts of 

the results. 

 

Locational Knowledge 

 UK-Name & locate counties, cities, regions & 

features of UK 

Use World Maps , local maps and 6 figure grid 

references 

Study of London land and settlements pre and 

post war compared to modern day. 

Study photographs, aerial photographs and 

maps of London pre-war, post war and 

present day. 

Geographical Skills 

Compare maps and aerial photographs. 

Make comparisons and reflect on the reasons 

for the differences.  

Study population numbers throughout the 

course of WWII and reflect on the reasons for 

changes. 

Study pictures of land use during these three 

periods. Draw conclusions and develop 

informed reasons for the changes. 

Study one key building in the locality during 

the three periods (e.g. hospital) and reflect on 

the changes. 

Look at maps on different scales and 

calculate scales on own maps. 

 

Human and physical geography 

 South America-The Mayans 

-Understand biomes, vegetation belts, land 

use, economic activity, and distribution of 

resources. 

-Understand latitude, longitude, Equator, 

hemispheres, tropics, polar circles & time zone 

Use maps, atlases, globes 

-How geographical features affect civilisations 

and the way people live. 

Making comparisons to physical features of 

rivers, mountains, rivers of Britain and South 

America. Compare 

Fair trade and unfair distribution of resources 

 

 


