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Intent 

 

At Rotherhithe Primary School we believe that Geography helps to provoke and 

provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. 

Our curriculum is designed to enable children to develop knowledge and skills that 

are transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote 

their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Geography is, by nature, an 

investigative subject. 

We will deliver a curriculum that:  
• Inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people   
• Equips children with an understanding of diverse places, people, resources 

and environments around them  
• Allows children to build on prior learning about physical and human 

processes and the formation and use of landscapes and environments  
• Develops an understanding that the Earth’s features are interconnected and 

change over time  
• Encourages exploration of their own environment and challenges pupils to 

make connections between their local surroundings and that of contrasting 

settlements    
• Use local area and community to develop geographical skills and 

knowledge   

 

 

Implementation 

 

Children are taught key knowledge and skills relating to each national curriculum 

strand, as appropriate to key stage;  

 

➢ locational and place knowledge,  

➢ human and physical geography  

➢ fieldwork 

Geography at Rotherhithe Primary is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that 

children can achieve depth in their learning. The key knowledge and skills of each 

blocked topic is mapped across the school, ensuring that knowledge builds 

progressively and that children develop skills systematically. Existing knowledge is 

checked at the beginning of each topic, through questions and discussions of 

previous learning. This ensures that teaching is informed by the children’s starting 

points and that it takes account of pupil voice and incorporates children’s 

interests. Tasks are selected and designed to provide appropriate challenge to all 

learners, in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion.  

Cross curricular outcomes in geography are specifically planned for and these are 

indicated on the whole school Geography Knowledge and Skills Progression Map. 

Through various workshops, trips and interactions with experts and local charities,  

children have the understanding that Geographical knowledge has changed our 

lives and that it is vital to the world’s future prosperity.  The local area is fully utilised 

to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside 

the classroom embedded in practice. 
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As children progress throughout the school, they develop a deep knowledge, 

understanding and an appreciation of their local area and its place within the wider 

geographical context. During International Day Celebrations, children consider the 

origins of the languages spoken across the school, and the diversity of the food 

eaten by members of the school community. Diversity month is also celebrated 

where children learn how we as citizens are placed within our culturally diverse 

school community and the rest of the world. Children learn about careers related to 

geography from members of the local and wider community, with specialist skills 

and knowledge (for example during science week and careers week) and this 

ensures that they are well prepared for the next steps of their education. 

 

Impact 

 

At the end of each topic, key knowledge is reviewed by the children and 

rigorously checked by the teacher and consolidated as necessary. Outcomes are 

assessed in topic and literacy books and evidence a broad and balanced 

geography curriculum.  In order to measure impact the Subject and Senior Leaders 

conduct a yearly learning walk and measure outcomes through Pupil and Teacher 

voice and through observation of the teaching and learning taking place. By the 

end of Key Stage 2 children have developed an understanding and appreciation of 

the role of geography within their local communities and in wider society.  

 

 


