
You might not think of 
cows as being the most 
explosive of animals, but 
as our vet Joe Inglis finds 
out, these farm animals 
can create quite a bang!

Grass grazers
Cattle are all herbivores, 

eating mainly grass, although 
beef cattle are often fed corn 

to make them grow more 
quickly. To help them digest 
grass, which is very tough, 
they have four separate 

stomach chambers called the 
rumen, reticulum, omasum, 

and abomasum. Friendly 
bacteria in these chambers 

help to break down the 
grass and release the 

nutrients inside.

Cattle climate
Methane is not just explosive, it’s 
also seriously bad for the climate, 

causing more than 20 times as much 
global warming as carbon dioxide. It’s 

estimated that worldwide, cattle release a 
staggering 80 million tonnes of methane 

every year, making beef and dairy farming 
one of the major contributors to  

global warming.

Cows, or cattle as they are also known, are large domesticated animals 
usually raised for meat, milk and leather. There are thought to be around 

1.4 billion cattle in the world – about one for every five people.

Name games
The word ‘cow’  
usually refers to 
a female animal 

that has had a calf. 
Younger females are 
known as heifers and 
males are called bulls, 

bullocks or steers.

Chewing things over
Cattle also have another trick to 

help them digest – when they’re not 
grazing, they bring up part-digested 

grass from their stomach and chew it. 
This is known as chewing the cud and 
cows can spend up to eight hours a 

day munching away.

Belching bangs!
Essential nutrients are not the only 
things produced by the bacteria in 

cows’ stomachs – they also produce 
lots of a gas called methane, which 

bubbles up and is burped out! This gas 
is highly explosive. A recent explosion, 
which blew the roof off a building at 

a German farm, was blamed on static 
electricity igniting the methane  

from a herd of cows inside.

The number of times a cow 
will chew every day.

40,000 All photography ©
 Shutterstock

Pardon 
me!

What do you get if 

you sit under a cow? 

A pat on the head!

ANIMAL

A N T I C S Cows

whizzpopbang.com


