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What are the world’s natural resources?
Key vocabulary:
· Natural resources: materials in the natural environment that are useful to humans. Most natural resources are unevenly distributed around the world and are exhaustible. 
· Exhaustible: means a material that will run out and will not last forever. That means it is non-renewable and you cannot create it again.
· Renewable: the material that will keep being generated. An example of this can include fish and forest. Renewable sources can become exhaustible without careful management.
[image: ]What are natural resources?
Natural resources are materials in the natural environment that are very useful to humans. Most natural resources are unevenly distributed around the world, meaning that in some places you have more material than in other places. Natural resources are exhaustible, meaning they will eventually run out and they won’t last forever. If we use too much of them, they are going to run out and we are not going to be able to replenish them. Natural resources are commodities and they exist without any action from human beings; they are present in nature without our input. 
[image: ]
Natural resources are the raw materials which humans use to produce and manufacture all the products that they use. The price of natural resources varies on how rare they are to find, how easy it is to extract them (how easy it is to get them), their quality and their demand (how many people want to use those resources). These resources are very valuable, and they are an important way for lots of countries to make some money. They do that by selling them or by using them to create other products that can be sold for money (income). 
What are natural resources used for? 
· Air is a natural resource and is important because it is used for breathing and photosynthesis (the process by which a green plant uses sunlight to change water and carbon dioxide into food for itself).
· Cobalt is a metal that is used primarily for making engines.
· [image: ]Coltan is used for manufacturing electronic devices, such as mobile phones, laptops and tablets
· Fossil fuels: coal, oil and gas; used in the production of energy
· Iron is a metal which is used to make stainless steel that you might use, for example, in knives and forks


· [image: ]Phosphorite is a fertilizer that you use in agriculture and is used for farming and it is a type of rock.
· Timber is a biomass and is mainly used in construction, so for building homes, but also for burning fuel.
· Soil is also a biomass used in agriculture (farming).
· Uranium is a type of metal and it is mainly used in the production of nuclear energy at nuclear power plants
· Water is a liquid and it is vital for sustaining life on the planet
[image: ]Where are these resources found?
Many resources are only found in certain places because of the way the Earth formed. For example, diamonds can be mined in the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Africa but not in the UK. This is because the important processes that produce diamonds do not occur everywhere. Humans must take care of the world’s natural resources because lots of natural resources are running out as the Earth is not able to replace them. Many natural resources take millions of years to form. A good example of that is fossil fuels such as oil, coal and gas. They take millions of years to form and because humans are using them at such a fast rate, it is speculated and projected that we will run out of them sometime soon. For example, oil is said to be running out in around 50 to 100 years time and that’s a problem because we’re not able to replace oil because it takes so long to form.


	Country
	Natural Resource

	Australia 
	· Largest gold reserve in the world
· Contributes over 46% of the world’s uranium

	Brazil
	· Vast oil deposits
· Supplies over 12.3% of the world’s timber

	Canada
	· Lots of limestone, rock, salt and uranium 
· Large supplies of precious metals: platinum, silver, gold
· Extensive reserves of oil and timber

	China
	· Leading producer of coal
· Vast reserves of cobalt

	Democratic Republic of Congo
	· Biggest cobalt and coltan reserves in the world
· Large gold and diamond reserves

	India
	· Fourth largest coal reserves in the world
· Mining sector contributes around 2.5% of the country’s wealth

	Russia
	· Mining industry is one of the biggest in the world
· Leading producer of oil and gas
· Supplies lots of the energy supplies to Europe

	Saudi Arabia
	· Primary natural resource is oil, with the country having the second biggest oil reserves in the world

	United States of America
	· Largest coal reserves
· Leading exporter of timber

	Venezuela
	· Largest oil reserves in the world
· Second largest gold deposits



Questions:
1. True or false? Natural resources are exhaustible, meaning that they will eventually run out.
2. Fill in the blanks with these words: raw, products, valuable, income
a. Natural resources are the _______ materials which are used to produce and manufacture all of the _______ that we use.
b. Natural resources are very __________ as they are an important source of ________ for many countries.
3. Fill in the blanks:
a. Cobalt is a metal used for building ________.
b. Coltan is also a _______ and it is used for making electronic devices.
c. Fossil fuels such as coal, ______ and ________ are used for producing _________.

4. Match the resource to what it is used for.
	Type of resource
	
	Use

	Water
	
	Building homes

	Uranium
	
	Fertilizer

	Timber
	
	Farming

	Soil
	
	Nuclear energy

	Phosphorite
	
	Sustaining life


5. True or false?
a. Because of the way the Earth formed, many resources are only found in certain places.
b. Many natural resources take millions of years to form.
6. Fill in the blanks:
a. Australia has the largest ________ reserves in the world.
b. Brazil supplies around __________ of the world’s timber.
c. Canada has extensive supplies of _______ and timber.
7. Choose one of the words to complete each sentence:
a. China is the leading producer of ___________. Rubber/coal
b. The Democratic Republic of Congo has the ________ reserves of cobalt and coltan in the world. Smallest/largest
c. India has the _______ largest coal reserves in the world. Third/fourth/fifth
8. Russia is the leading producer of _______ and ________.
9. What is Saudi Arabia’s primary natural resource?
10. Which country has the world’s largest coal reserves?
11. Venezuela has the world’s largest reserves of gold. True or false?



Answers:
1. True 
2. A) raw, products b) valuable, income
3. A) engines b) metal c) gas, oil, energy
4. Water – sustaining life; uranium – nuclear energy; timber – building homes; soil – farming; phosphorite – fertilizer 
5. A) true b) true
6. A) gold b) 12.3% c) oil
7. A) coal b) largest c) fourth 
8. Oil and gas
9. Oil
10. United States of America
11. false
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