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Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/read-example-text-reading-comprehension-b205d1
LO: I can explore the meaning of new words in an adventure story
This week we are going to write an adventure story. Today we will focus on our comprehension skills, particularly on word meaning. 
Today’s lesson in based on a book and a film called ‘The Borrowers’. If you’re not familiar with this story, ‘The Borrowers’ are a group of tiny people that live inside houses. 
The characters we’re going to be looking at are:
· Pod Clock (a Borrower)
· Homily Clock (Pod’s wife)
· Arrietty Clock (Pod’s daughter)
· Grandma (human)
· James (the grandson)
Here is our Good Example Text, based on ‘The Borrowers’ by Mary Norton:
[image: ] 
[image: ]

Word of the Day: Quest (noun) a long search for something that is difficult to find, or an attempt to achieve something difficult
· In the text: using the plungers to help him in his quest…
· Synonyms: adventure, journey, expedition…
· Antonyms: retreat…
· In another sentence: Nothing will stop them in their quest for truth.

Question: Can you pick out which of these sentences uses the word ‘quest’ correctly?
[image: ]
Answer: C- He decided he would complete the quest
Example question: Look at the second paragraph. Find and copy a word closest in meaning to tremble. 
[image: ]
How do I answer this question? Here is my thinking: First I need to read the question really carefully. I see that find and copy is written in bold, drawing my attention to it. If we are asked to find and copy, we are going to use our fact retrieval skills to answer the question. I know that the word is in the text, so I don’t need to think of a synonym or another word of my own. The word ‘tremble’ is also key information for me. I am going to skim and scan through the text now to find the word ‘tremble’. I can’t find the word tremble! Why not? If I go back to the question, I see that the question is asking me to find and copy a word ‘closest in meaning to tremble’. So even though I have been given the word ‘tremble’, it’s not in the text. Instead, I am looking for a word that could replace with tremble. I need to think about what it means to tremble… if I’m trembling, I might be scared, I might be anxious, I might be worried. Can any of that help me? I can see the word ‘quivering’ in the first sentence. If I was quivering, I might be shaking slightly. Is that like trembling? Let’s see if I can put the word ‘trembling’ in, instead of ‘quivering’. It makes sense! My answer would be quivering. 
[image: ]Your turn! Here is your practice question:
Which word could the writer have used to replace ‘Triumphantly’?
a) sorrowfully
b) unsuccessfully
c) joyfully
d) nervously 



Answer: Joyfully
Independent Activity:
[image: ]
[image: ]
Answers:
1. antique
2. climbed- scaled; tired- exhausted; carefully- cautiously; tiny- diminutive
3. summit
4. determined and desperate
5. excitement
6. determined and brave














Tuesday
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/read-example-text-reading-comprehension-acfa9d/activities/2
LO: I can retrieve information from a text
Let’s add some more of the story onto our Good Example text: 
[image: ]
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Word of the Day: Frantically (adverb) in a distraught way owing to fear, anxiety, or other emotion
Can you go back and find the word in the text?
· In the text: Frantically, Pod struggled to free, knocking a silver bauble from its branch…
· Synonyms: desperately, wildly,
· Antonyms: calmly…
· In another sentence: Her heart raced as she frantically searched for a place to hide.
Question: Can you pick out which of these sentences uses the word ‘frantically’ correctly? 
[image: ]
Answer: B
Example Question: 
Read the first paragraph. Find and copy a phrase that shows Pod began to feel desperate. [image: ]
How do I answer this question? Here is my thinking: I notice that find and copy is written in bold, that reminds me of yesterday’s work. I need to pay close attention to those bolded words and then find the other key words in the question. I’m going to go and highlight Pod (who the question is about) and desperate (I’lll be looking for something that means the same as desperate) as my other key words. I might be loking for a synonym of desperate or something that tells us he might be desperate. I’m going to back to the question and also highlight the word ‘phrase’ as another key word. This tells me that I’m not just looking for one word, but looking for a phrase (more than one word). I read throught he paragraph and the last sentence stands out to me. I see the word ‘frantically’ from our word of the day, so I know it means that he may be feeling anxious or worried and that kind of links to the the word ‘desperate’ from our question. I need to remember that I am copying a phrase, not just one word, so I need to think carefully about which part of that is the phrase that tells me that he began to feel desperate. My answer: Frantically, Pod struggled to be free
Have a go at a your own practice question now:
[image: ]
Identify two ways in which grandma tried to trap Pod.
1. _______________
2. _______________
Answer: 1. With a wastepaper bin 2. With a hoover
Independent activity:

[image: ] [image: ]

Answers: 
1. A sapphire-blue sweet wrapper
2. James came home and as he opened the door, a gust of wind blew Pod into it.
3. A wastepaper bin
4. False, true, true, false
5. Gran’s not making any sense!



Wednesday
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/read-the-example-and-identify-key-features-9df8ac
LO: I can identify the key features of an adventure story
Word of the Day: Bewildered (adjective) perplexed and confused; very puzzled
· In the text: “What are you talking about, Gran?” replied James, who looked rather bewildered.
· Synonyms: perplexed, confused, baffled…
· Antonyms: confident, calm..
· In another sentence: We must have looked bewildered as he explained the situation to us.
Question: Each of these sentences use the word ‘bewildered’. Three of them are correct- can you spot the odd one out?
[image: ]
Answer: B is the odd one out
What are the key features of an adventure story? Which features can we identify? [image: ]

Let’s look at a few of these features which may be new to us:
· Physical and emotional attributes: If something is physical, it’s on the outside or exterior of the person or character; anything to do with what they look like or their appearance. Emotional attributes could mean things on the inside- things like personality. 
· Emotive language: Emotive language is designed to call out the emotion in your audience or in your reader.
Some of the features have been highlighted for you. Can you figure out which features they are? Why have we highlighted them?
[image: ]
· Up the side of the antique bookcase = prepositional phrase
· Him = third person
· Diminutive yet determined = physical and emotional attributes
· Like a mountaineer = simile (figurative language) also doing the job of a fronted adverbial
· Exhausted, triumphantly = fronted adverbials (remember the comma after!)
[image: ]Task: Have a look through the other paragraphs to identify the features for yourself. How many can you find?  
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Independent Activity:
[image: ] [image: ]
Answers:
1. Possible answers: adverbial of time = a moment later; adverbial of place = arriving home; adverbial of manner = as quick as a flash
2. Possible answers: physical attributes = diminutive, bearded whiskers; emotional attributes = determined, cautious
3. Possible answers: across the floorboards, under the sofa, towards the ground
4. Possible answers: simile = as quick as lighting, like a mountaineer; metaphor = with fear gripping his heart, the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous, terrifying monster
5. Example answer: “James, I told you there were little people! I can see one there- look!” grandma shouted as she waved her arms around excitedly.
“Gran, I think you’re imagining things. Have you been dreaming?” replied James with a frown. 

Thursday
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/spag-focus-226e0b
LO: I can identify and use pronouns
Word of the Day: Raucous (adjective) making or constituting a disturbingly harsh and loud noise
· In the text: …in an attempt to suck Pod out, turned on the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous, terrifying monster!
· Synonyms: harsh, screeching…
· Antonyms: soft, peaceful, quiet…
· In another sentence: A short pause was followed by a raucous laugh.
Question: Which one of these sentences uses the word ‘raucous’ correctly? [image: ]
Answer: D
SPaG focus: Pronouns
[image: ]What are pronouns? Pronouns are some of the most useful words in the English language. They are used in the place of a noun to avoid it having to be named twice and are very good for cohesion. (That means making links between paragraphs and ideas, and to make your writing flow from one part to the next.) 







 [image: ]
You’ve probably seen these words before but may not have known that they were pronouns! Let’s looks at our Good Example story and see the pronouns we can find. [image: ]
Can you identify which pronouns are yellow? Green? Orange? 
Can you find and identify the pronouns in this section of our story?
[image: ] 
Independent Activity:
[image: ]
[image: ]









Answers:
1. They, he, we, I
2. Hers, mine, his, theirs
3. Him, it, it, you
4. Himself, herself, itself, yourself
5. Himself, her, yours, it, himself, I, myself, it, himself




Friday
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-use-key-features-in-order-to-write-own-composition-bc59f2
LO: I can plan and write an adventure story
Word of the Day: Triumphantly (adverb) in a way that shows great happiness or joy at a victory or achievement 
· In the text: … and triumphantly made his way to tell Homily and Arrietty about his adventure.
· Synonyms: proudly, joyfully…
· Antonyms: unsuccessfully, defeatedly…
· In another sentence: She reached into her pocket and triumphantly presented a crumpled piece of paper. 
Read through the entire story to refresh your memory before we get started on our planning and writing. 
Independent Activity: Your task is to write your own adventure story using a character from the Borrowers in an alternative setting.
Let’s plan some ideas together:
· Main character: Which Borrower is going on an adventure? Pod, Arrietty or Homily?
· Setting: Where is the adventure set? Classroom, holiday home, caravan, friend or relative’s house, garden shed, your house? 
· What does the Borrower need to ‘borrow’ from the ‘Human Beans’? pin, rubber band, clothes peg, coin, stamp, nail, shoelace, hair grip, paperclip, beads, cotton reel, safety pin? Remember that Borrowers are only tiny so they can’t borrow anything too big!
· What problems do they encounter trying to retrieve it?
· How do they overcome these problems?
· Does someone see them? What do they do? Perhaps they become friends?
· If someone is trying to capture them, how od they attempt to do this?
· How does the Borrower escape?
[image: ]
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Have fun writing your adventure story! I can’t wait to read it!
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Word of the Day:
quest

“I don't know where to find
the quest!”

He decided he would
complete the quest.

My quest has long, thick fur,

She was telling the quest all
along,
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Like a mountaineer, Pod made his way up the bookshelf,
brow covered in sweat and his bearded whiskers quivering with
excitement. Exhausted, he looked down and realised just how far
up he actually was! Triumphantly, he eventually reached the top
with a grunt and with fear gripping his heart, he cautiously and
furtively sprinted towards the box of Quality Street chocolates.
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Like a mountaineer, Pod made his
way up the bookshelf, his brow
covered in sweat and his bearded
whiskers quivering with excitement.
Exhausted, he looked down and
realised just how far up he actually
was! Triumphantly, he eventually
reached the top with a grunt and
with fear gripping his heart, he
cautiously and furtively sprinted
towards the box of Quality Street
chocolates.
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1. Which word tells us that the bookcase was really old?

2. Find and copy a synonym in the text for these words.

Word
Climbed

Synonym in the text

Tired

Carefully

Tiny

3. Which word suggests that Pod was comparing the bookcase to a

- mountain?
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4. 'Pod, who was diminutive yet determined, was desperate to retrieve
the item he needed to borrow from the ‘Human Beans'.

Which two words in this sentence tell you Pod really wanted to
retrieve the item?

5. Find and copy the word which is an antonym for ‘boredom’.

6. Which of the following words reflect Pod’s personality. Tick two.

Determined
Angry

Brave

BN

Cowardly
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The Borrowers
..continued

Pod, who was feeling extremely proud of himself, released his
parachute (a sapphire-blue sweet wrapper) and slowly descended
towards the ground to safety. Suddenly, James (the grandson)
returned home and as he inserted his key into the lock and the front
door opened, a gust of wind blew Pod into the Christmas tree!
Frantically, Pod struggled to be free, knocking a silver bauble from its
branch which then bounced across the floorboards. The tree then
toppled over!
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“James, it's one of the little people... trap it, trap it!" Grandma
exclaimed as she woke up, grabbing a wastepaper bin.

“What are you talking about, Gran?” replied James, who looked rather l
bewildered.

Curiously, Henry, the cat, peered under the sofa where Pod was
desperately trying to hide whilst Grandma, in an attempt to suck
Pod out, turned on the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous,
terrifying monster!

Underneath the floorboards, Arrietty (Pod's daughter) became anxious
as she realised her father was in grave danger. What should she do?
What could she do?
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He frantically strolled down
the street.

The snail crawled
frantically.

Frantically, she rushed to
complete her homework.

The calm, considerate girl
frantically waited for a bus.
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Pod, who was feeling extremely proud of himself, released his parachute
(a sapphire-blue sweet wrapper) and slowly descended towards the.
ground to safety. Suddenly, James (the grandson) returned home and as
he inserted his key into the lock and the front door opened, a gust of
wind blew Pod into the Christmas tree! Frantically, Pod struggled to be
free, knocking 3 silver bauble from its branch which then bounced
‘across the floorboards. The tree then toppled over!
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*James, it's one of the lttle people.. trap i, trap it!” Grandma
exclaimed as she woke up, grabbing a wastepaper bin.

“What are you talking about, Gran?” replied James, who looked
rather bewildered.

Curiously, Henry, the cat, peered under the sofa where Pod was.
desperately trying to hide whilst Grandma, in an attempt to suck
Pod out, turned on the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous,
terrifying monster!
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1. What did Pod use to parachute down from the bookcase?
2. According to the text, how did Pod end up in the Christmas tree?
3. What did Gran grab when she thought she saw 'one of the little peop

4. Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show
whether each statement is true or false.

T[]
Tecacaieatromss | | |

Grondmawmedon ehoorsr |||
ety bocameanviows |||

A silver cracker fell out of the
Christmas tree
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5. Which of these do you think best sums up what James is
thinking?

~

Gran’s not
making
any sense!

N
.

ave - | wonder

always

ey what is
wankac 2o for tea.
capture a S

Borrower!
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The man was bewildered as

I K
o Bewildered, he knew exactly what

above. to do.
o]
The explorer was Bewildered, the children
bewildered by what she scratched their heads,

saw in the jungle.
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Key Features

« 3rdorist person
o Physical and emotional attributes,
o Setting description
Subordinate clauses
o Fronted adverbials.
o Prepositional phrases
o Figurative language
e Use of dialogue
 Emotive language
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The Borrowers

Climbing up the side of the antique bookcase on
yet another adventure, was one of the Borrowers -
Pod. Using plungers to help him in his quest, he
carefully scaled up the side of it towards the
summit. Pod, who was diminutive yet determined,
was desperate to retrieve the item he needed to borrow from the
‘Human Beans'. Attached to him was a backpack holding many useful
items: a church candle; a shiny pin; a sticking plaster and a plastic comb.

Like a mountaineer, Pod made his way up the bookshelf, his brow
covered in sweat and his bearded whiskers quivering with excitement.
Exhausted, he looked down and realised just how far up he actually was!
Triumphantly, he eventually reached the top with a grunt and with fear
gripping his heart, he cautiously and furtively sprinted towards the box ‘
of Quality Street chocolates.
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Pod disappeared
of brightly coloured delights searching for the right one and
suddenly there it was - the burnt-orange wrapper. Pod heaved

the chocolate, which was almost bigger than him, into his
backpack and set offﬂ to the edge of the

bookcase and... jumped!

“Geronimo!” he shouted.

Pod, who was feeling extremely proud of himself, released his
arachute (a sapphire-blue sweet wrapper) and slowly descended
to safety. Halames (the grandson)
returned home and as he inserted his key into the lock and the front
door opened, a gust of wind blew Pod into the Christmas tree!
ﬁ Pod struggled to be free, knocking a silver bauble from its
branch which then bounced iThe tree then L)
toppled over! -
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“James, it's one of the little people... trap it, trap it!” Grandma
exclaimed as she woke up, grabbing a wastepaper bin

“What are you talking about, Gran?” replied James, who looked rather  §
bewildered.

Curiously, Henry, the cat, peered under the sofa where Pod was
desperately trying to hide whilst Grandma, in an attempt to suck
Pod out, turned on the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous,
terrifying monster!

Underneath the floorboards, Arrietty (Pod's daughter) became anxious
as she realised her father was in grave danger. What should she do?
What could she do?
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1. Complete the table to identify examples of these fronted adverbials.

Adverbial of time

Adverbial of place

Adverbial of manner

2. Complete the table to show Pod's physical and emotional attributes.

Physical attributes Emotional attributes

(appearance) (personality)





image21.png
3. Identify three prepositional phrases in the text.

a)
b)
<)

4. Find and copy an example of a simile and a metaphor in the text.

Simile Metaphor

5. Write two alternative pieces of dialogue between Gran and James
when she notices Pod. Remember to punctuate them correctly.
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Raucous and calm, the teacher sat
at her desk,

The children were raucous
as they slept.

The tiny mouse gave a raucous
squeak

The crow gave a raucous call
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Pronouns

For example:
Suzy threw the boomerang and it came back to her.

In this sentence, {3 is a pronoun that represents the
boomerang, and i3 is a pronoun that refers to Suzy.

Without pronouns, we'd have to say:
Suzy threw the boomerang and the boomerang came back to
Suzy.
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Pronouns

There are different classes of pronouns:

Mine Myself
we ours vou Yourself
You Your Us Herself
He Hers Her Himself
She His Him tself

it Theirs It Yourselves

They Them Themselves
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The Borrowers

Climbing up the side of the antique bookcase on
yet another adventure, was one of the Borrowers -
Pod. Using plungers to help in [i§ quest, g
carefully scaled up the side of | towards the
summit. Pod, who was diminutive yet determined,
was desperate to retrieve the item i needed to borrow from the
‘Human Beans'. Attached to him was a backpack holding many useful
items: a church candle; a shiny pin; a sticking plaster and a plastic comb.

Like a mountaineer, Pod made fil§ way up the bookshelf, i brow
covered in sweat and il bearded whiskers quivering with excitement.
Exhausted, i looked down and realised just how far up - actually was!
Triumphantly, i€ eventually reached the top with a grunt and with fear
gripping fil§ heart, B8 cautiously and furtively sprinted towards the box
of Quality Street chocolates.

s
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“James, it's one of the little people.. trap it, trap it!" Grandma
exclaimed as she woke up, grabbing a wastepaper bin.

“What are you talking about, Gran?" replied James, who looked rather l
bewildered.

Curiously, Henry, the cat, peered under the sofa where Pod was
desperately trying to hide whilst Grandma, in an attempt to suck
Pod out, turned on the hoover: an extraordinary, raucous,
terrifying monster!

Underneath the floorboards, Arrietty (Pod's daughter) became anxious
as she realised her father was in grave danger. What should she do?
What could she do?
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1. Complete each sentence with the missing personal pronoun.

a) ____ triedto catch Pod. !
b) ___ climbed the bookcase. They
c) “___ needtograb him!" Gran shouted. We
d) “_____ willturn the hoover on!" exclaimed Grandma. He

2. Identify the possessive pronouns.

ssessive pronoun  Not a possessive pronoun

hers
mine
|
his
he
theirs
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3. Complete the sentences below with the object pronouns from the table.

a) Above ,he could still hear Grandma. him
b) “James, it's one of the little people..trap ,trap "

Grandma exclaimed. ygu
c) “What are. it

talking about, Gran?" replied James,

4. |dentify the reflexive pronouns in these sentences.
a) Pod, who was feeling extremely proud of himself, released his parachute.
b) Arrietty told herself everything would be ok.
c) The hoover turned itself off.
d) “Do it yourself Grandma!” replied James.

5. Identify all the pronouns in the sentences below:
a) James told himself that Gran was going mad.
b) Gran picked up her bin and shouted to James,” Get yours!”
c) Pod climbed to the top of it and felt proud of himself.
d) “I'will tell myself that | can do it!" whispered Pod to himself.
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To get you started... 3

If you prefer you can continue the starter story below which finds Arrietty
(Pod'’s daughter) about to embark on adventure into your classroom!

Empty and dark, the classroom was strangely quiet. Upon the windowpane, the rain
pattered like the sound of tiny mice whilst the wind whistled through the trees. Eerily,
the moon peeped in at the window casting giant shadows across the desks. Rested on
the windowsill, were piles of children’s books waiting to be marked. Colourful cushions
scattered the floor - some were crimson-red; others were azure-blue. Nestling in the
trays were a variety of useful items: glue-stick lids; broken pieces of rubber and treasury
tags. Although the children had gone home, there were still items of clothing left in the
cloakroom: lonely raincoats; odd gloves and unwashed PE kits!

Underneath the floorboards, someone was preparing to venture up into the classroom,
someone was feeling extremely anxious... Arrietty, who was one of the Borrowers, hauled
her rucksack onto her back, took a deep breath and tiptoed cautiously towards the hole
that led to the classroom on her first important ‘borrowing mission’. -
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Getting started...

Prepositional phrase

Parenthesis

Description of
physical
characteristics

perate to retrieve the item he nee
bborrow from the ‘Human Beans'

he carefully scaled
lup the side of it towards the summit. Pod,

ho was diminutive yet was

to

Subordinate
clause

Description of
emotional
characteristics
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A few examples of adverbial phrases you

could use:

Almost unbelievably,
Quite understandably,
Completely exhausted,
Feeling anxious,

sadly,

Slowly,

Bravely,

‘Without a sound,
Unexpectedly,
Without warning,
Frantically,
Courageously,
Curiously,

Decidedly unimpressed,




image32.png
You could use:

antique
quest
scaled
determined
retrieve
useful
sweat

excitement

triumphant
agile
energised
searching
heave
ascend
descend

frantic

bewildered
anxious
extraordinary
scrambled
dangerous
relief
expedition

curious
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To be successful...

Feature

Physical Characteristics
(Appearance)

Emotional Characteristics
(Personality)

Fronted adverbials
Prepositional phrase
Figurative language

Dialogue

Example

Diminutive; Bearded whiskers.

Determined; Cautious

Triumphantly; With an energised leap
Under the sofa; Down a hole

As quick as a flash

“Geronimo!” he shouted.
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The Borrowers

Climbing up the side of the antique bookcase on yet another
adventure, was one of the Borrowers - Pod. Using plungers to help him
in his quest, he carefully scaled up the side of it towards the summit.
Pod, who was diminutive yet determined, was desperate to retrieve
the item he needed to borrow from the ‘Human Beans'. Attached to
him was a backpack holding many useful items: a church candle; a
shiny pin; a sticking plaster and a plastic comb.
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Like a mountaineer, Pod made his way up the bookshelf, his brow
covered in sweat and his bearded whiskers quivering with excitement.
Exhausted, he looked down and realised just how far up he actually
was! Triumphantly, he eventually reached the top with a grunt and
with fear gripping his heart, he cautiously and furtively sprinted
towards the box of Quality Street chocolates.

With an energised leap, Pod disappeared inside the mountain
of brightly coloured delights searching for the right one and
suddenly there it was - the burnt-orange wrapper. Pod heaved
the chocolate, which was almost bigger than him, into his
backpack and set off as quick as lightning to the edge of the
bookcase and... jumped!

“Geronimo!” he shouted.




