History
The Spanish Armada: Lesson Three
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The Battle of Gravelines

On the evening of 7th August, whilst the Spanish lay at anchor off Calais,
awaiting the arrival of Parma and his army, the English sent in fire ships. The
Spanish vessels were forced to cut their anchor ropes and flee. The next day,
with their crescent formation scattered, the English confronted the Spanish
with a full-blown naval attack. At the Battle of Gravelines, the English, under
the command of Lord Howard of Effingham, with Sir Francis Drake as his
deputy, used their long-range broadside guns to good effect, damaging a
number of Spanish ships. The Spanish were forced to abandon their plans to
rendezvous with Parma. They turned tail northwards, with the English in hot
pursuit
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Tilbury
Meanwhile, the English troops were assembled at Tilbury, awaiting the Spanish
invasion. Elizabeth donned a gleaming silver breastplate and helmet, and rode
out to her troops on a magnificent white stallion to deliver her famous speech.
She told them that she would live and die fighting alongside them. In the
event, the battle had already been won on the high seas by the British navy.
The defeat of the Spanish Armada was a spectacular victory for Protestant
England against the might of Catholic Spain.
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The armada sails home

The armada limped home, forced to take the long and dangerous journey back
around the British Isles. Some ships had been so badly damaged that they
sank on the way home. Others were captured by the Dutch rebels. Many of the
sailors and soldiers on board died from their wounds. Supplies of food and
water ran low. Terrible storms caused numerous shipwrecks on the Scottish
and Irish coasts. It is estimated that only half the Spanish ships reached home
safely.
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Comprehension Questions (answer in full sentences):

What happened at the Battle of Gravelines?

Where were the English troops assembled?

What did Elizabeth tell her troops in her famous speech?
Explain what happened to the Spanish fleet on their way home.
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