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The Spanish armada

Painting of the Spanish Armada
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Comprehension Questions (answer in full sentences):

1. Describe the Spanish invasion plan. You should write a paragraph
in answer to this question.

Which tactic did Sir Francis Drake use in his raid on Cadiz?

When did the Spanish Armada set sail?

In what formation did the armada sail?

Why couldn't the Spanish get close enough to the English ships
to board them?

Why were the Duke of Parma's forces not ready?
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Key People:

Francis Drake: Naval commander and pirate who completed a
circumnavigation of the globe and who played a key role in the defeat of
the Spanish Armada.

Medina Sidonia, Duke of: Commander of the Spanish Armada.
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The invasion plan

The invasion plan centred around the formidable
Spanish infantry, the bulk of which was stationed in the
Spanish Netherlands, under the command of the Duke
of Parma. A fleet of flat-bottomed boats was built in
Antwerp to transport the Spanish soldiers. Meanwhile, in
the ports of Spain, Philip ordered a huge armada of 130
ships to be assembled, ready to sail to the Netherlands
to escort Parma's invasion force safely across the English
Channel, and to carry additional soldiers and supplies.

Duke of Parma




image3.png
Singeing the King of Spain’s beard

Whilst the armada was being assembled, one of the
commanders of the English fleet, Sir Francis Drake, led
a daring raid on the Spanish port of Cadiz. Drake had
recently completed a circumnavigation of the globe,
and on his return in 1580 had been knighted by
Elizabeth on board his flagship, the Golden Hind. He
was an experienced and confident commander, and a
crafty pirate and buccaneer to boot. He entered the
harbour at Cadiz and let loose fire ships amongst the
Spanish vessels, to devastating effect. He described
the incident mockingly as ‘singeing the King of
Spain’s beard

Portrait of Sir Francis Drake
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The armada sets sail

Drake's Cadiz raid caused many months' delay for Philip, but, by the summer of
1588, the armada was ready to set off. The Spanish fleet sailed in a crescent
formation, with their merchant ships in the middle, protected by warships at
either end. Once the Spanish had been sighted off Cornwall, fires were lit, one
by one, along the south coast of England, heralding the armada's progress up
the English Channel. There is an apocryphal story of Drake playing a game of
bowls in Plymouth: when warned that the Spanish fleet was approaching, he is
supposed to have said that there would be plenty of time to finish the game
and then beat the Spanish!
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The armada sets sail

There were skirmishes off Plymouth, Portland Bill and the Isle of Wight, but the
Spanish could not get close enough to the English ships for their soldiers to
board them as the Spanish ships were heavier and slower-moving than the
English. The commander of the Spanish fleet, the Duke of Medina Sidonia,
decided against a full naval engagement as he was intent on his rendezvous
with the Duke of Parma. The Spanish fleet finally reached Calais, where they
dropped anchor. To his dismay, the Duke of Medina Sidonia discovered that the
Duke of Parma's forces had been delayed fighting the Dutch rebels, and would
not be ready to sail for a fortnight





