Religious Education: How did the religion of Islam begin?
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/how-did-the-religion-of-islam-begin

In this lesson, we will be exploring the beginning of the religion of Islam. We will learn about the life of the Islamic Prophet Muhammad, who established the religion following revelations from the Angel Gabriel.

Key vocabulary for today’s lesson:
· Islam- is a monotheistic religion founded in Saudi Arabia about 1400 years ago
· Monotheistic- a belief in one God
· Religion- a set of beliefs about how the universe was made and what its purpose is; usually involves the worship of a God or Gods; encompasses ideas about what is right and what is wrong; religions are usually founded by prophets
· Middle East: a region of the world where Islam originated
· Saudi Arabia- country in the Middle East where Islam originated 
· Prophet: person inspired by God 
· Muhammad- Islam was founded by a prophet named Muhammad 

Do you know where Saudi Arabia is?
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Comprehension Questions: How much can you remember?
1. When did Islam begin as a religion?
a. In 620 BCE
b. 620 years ago
c. 6200 years ago
d. In 620 CE
2. Islam was revealed to Muhammad by the Angel _______.
a. Michael
b. Raphael
c. Daniel
d. Gabriel
3. By 620 CE, how long had the Byzantine and Sassanid Empires been at war for?
a. 80 years
b. 8 years
c. 18 years
d. 800 years
4. Muhammad worked as a ___________.
a. Teacher
b. Trader
c. Soldier
d. Farmer
5. Muhammad received his first revelation in 609 CE from the Angel Gabriel. Muslims call this the…
a. Night of Sorrow
b. Day of Power
c. Night of Thunder
d. Night of Power
6. During the Night Journey, Muhammad travelled from Mecca to _________.
a. Rome
b. London
c. Medina
d. Jerusalem

Muhammad’s Life- Timeline Activity
Note: Do not draw Muhammad 
Activity: To summarise Muhammad’s life into an 8-part timeline. Here are all of the events, but they are jumbled up. 
On the left-hand side of the line put the events that are oldest, going to the right hand side where the most recent events will go. 
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Born in 570 CE. He lived in Mecca, in
Saudi Arabia.

He became an orphan by the age
of 6. He was looked after by
relatives.

He worked as a merchant, travelling
around trading goods.
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Who was Muhammad?

Muhammad the Prophet

Received first revelation in 609 CE from the Angel
Gabriel. Muslims call this the Night of Power.

Gabriel made Muhammad recite his words so that
he could learn them off by heart. This became the
Qur'an.

¥ It took 23 years for the full Qur'an to be revealed.
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Who was Muhammad?

Muhammad the Prophet

¥} Muhammad travelled from Mecca to Jerusalem on a
winged horse.

g It is said he travelled to heaven and hell.

He spoke to other prophets such as Jesus, Moses
and Abraham.

This event is known as the NIGHESSURREY (1sra and

Mi'raj).
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Who was Muhammad?
: Muhammad the Prophet

N Muhammad gained followers but also enemies.
. q

In 622 CE, he was forced to leave Mecca and
travelled to Medina.

He travelled back and conquered Mecca in 629 CE.

Muhammad died in 632 CE. Split over who should
succeed him as the leader of Islam.
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What is Islam?
p— Key Knowledae
Youngest Abrahamic religion.

Emerged in Saudi Araba

Founded in 620 CE by Muhammad.
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What is Islam?

Key Knowledae
S Muslims believe that Muhammad
Y ~ ‘was a prophet (someone inspired
by God) just like Adam, Abraharm,

Moses and Jesus.

- Muslims belleve that Muhammad
s I proy
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Saudi Arabia before Islam
Pre-islamic Arabia

Inhabitants believed in a variety
of religions, including, Polytheism
Christianity and Judaism.

Arabia was bordered by the
Powerful Byzantine and Sassanid
Empires.

By 620 CE, when Islam was
founded, these two Empires
had been at constant war for
18 years!





