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(Jess is on her way to watch her first live band
concert with her Mum. They are presently
crawling through a stream of traffic.)

Jess: How much further to the stadium, Mum?

Mum: It’s just down this road, let’s hope we can find
a parking space.

Jess: How old were you the first time you saw a live
band?

Mum: About nine, I think. I came with my mum
though we had to catch two buses to get here in
those days.

Jess: I can’t wait! Do you think Robbie will actually
turn up to sing with them?

Mum: I should hope so, he’s sold more tracks than
anyone else in the band!

Jess: I can see the floodlights! We’re nearly there.

(Mum carefully parks the car and they rush to
join the crowd surging towards the stadium.)

Jess: Can we buy a programme Mum?

Mum: Of course we can, everybody should have a
programme when they come to a concert for the
first time. We’ll buy it from the man near the
turnstile.

(They approach the turnstiles where the crowds
are magically transforming into orderly queues.)

Jess: Can I pay for the programme Mum?

(Mum searches frantically through her pockets.)

Mum: Where’s my purse? It should be in this
pocket. I hope it hasn’t been stolen!

(Jess starts to get upset as she thinks through
the consequence of what has happened.)

Jess: You mean we can’t buy a programme?

(Mum also starts to get anxious and upset.)

Mum: Worse than that Jess, we can’t get into the
ground unless I can find it. The tickets are in my
purse, we’ll have to fight our way back to the car
and see if it’s there.

(They push their way back through the crowd to
the car as quickly as they can. Mum fumbles for
the car keys. Finally the door is open.)

Jess: Is it there, Mum?

(Mum searches frantically around the car.)

Jess: Mum?

Mum: Thank goodness! Here it is! It was under the
seat. It must have slipped out of my pocket when I
was concentrating on the traffic.
Jess: Phew!

(Mum quickly locks the car again.)

Mum: Right! Off we go! 

Jess: Will we miss the start of the gig?

Mum: No, we’ve got plenty of time. We might even
see the warm up band.

Jess: And can we still buy a programme?

Mum: We certainly can!
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1 What do you think went through Jess’ mind when she realised her mum
could not find the tickets?

2 What does the phrase ‘crawling through a stream of traffic’ describe?

3 What is meant by the phrase ‘the crowd surging towards the stadium’?

4 What does the author mean when he/she describes the queues at the
turnstiles as ‘magically transforming’?

5 For what reasons was Jess upset? 

6 What would have been the consequence of the purse not being found?

7 What do you think Jess will remember most about her first live band
concert?

8 Which two of the following phrases suggest Jess was excited about her
first live band concert? Give reasons for your choices.

‘I can see the floodlights.’ ‘we can’t buy a programme?’

‘Will we miss the start of the gig?’ ‘Robbie will actually turn up’

Write a short play script telling of the journey taken by Jess’ Mum to the first
live band concert she attended with her mum. Include an event which
interrupts their journey to the gig.

Choose the best word or group of words to fit the passage and put a ring
around your choice.

Jess and her mum were on the way to a band concert. Mum said she was

1 seven eight   nine ten

years old when she went to her first concert. She had to travel on 

2 several two three four

buses to get there. When they got out of the car Jess wanted to buy 

3 an ice cream some sweets a programme

so mum searched in her pockets for her

4 handkerchief. purse. key. phone.

She couldn’t find it so they rushed back to the car. They found it 

5 on the seat. in a pocket.            under the seat.

They returned to the stadium. Mum said they might even be in time to see 

6 the band playing. the comedians.

the warm up band. the band mascot.
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