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AnswersYear 5- Comprehension
(NB: When answers are given as full sentences they are examples only) 

Section A
1) water 
2) father 
3) dish 
4) field. 
5) hill 
6) hundreds

Section B
1) The maize stalks were sharp and cut her legs/the urn of water
was large and heavy.
2) She had broken the big red and black dish.
3) He wanted a drink of water.
4) He knew he had to go back to work.
5) She knew she was late because the sun was going down/was
low in the sky.
6) She was surprised/shocked/ amazed/it made her catch her
breath.
7) Open ended. Accept an answer with supporting statement.
8) She was holding father’s weapons ready for him when he arrived.

Section A
1) photocopier. 
2) cut and folded. 
3) cut out 
4) Score 
5) tier 
6) glue stick

Section B
1) A model Aztec Temple.
2) Two turret like buildings
3) The front.
4) Part 2.
5) Part 4.
6) Drag one point of ‘opened out scissors’ along the side of a ruler.
7) They will fold more easily.
8) It is easier to colour when flat.
9) Each layer gets gradually smaller.
10) The bigger it is, the better/ more impressive it will look.

Page 3 - Aztec Attack!

Page 5 - How to Make a Model Aztec Temple

Section A
1) fish 
2) week. 
3) lizards. 
4) geese. 
5) tadpoles 
6) fresh water

Section B
1) 

2) It was ground into flour.
3) Sweet potatoes with chillies, peppers, squash, gourds and
tomatoes.
4) Pumpkin and sunflower seeds.
5) Turkeys.
6) It was a special meal for ordinary people but a daily ingredient for
meals at the royal court.
7) A strong beer made from the inside of the maguey cactus.
8) A chocolate drink made from cocoa beans.
9) At feasts in the homes of rich people.

A source of protein:
Turkeys/fish/turtles/frogs
and lizards/ducks and

geese/grubs, snails, fish-eggs, tadpoles
and insect larvae/hairless dog/armadillos
and tapirs.

A source of carbohydrate: Sweet potatoes/maize

A source of minerals: Pumpkin/sunflower seeds

Page 7 - Aztec Food and Drink

Section A
1) blue 
2) red 
3) 5am 
4) parents 
5) reduced to tears. 
6) shoulders

Section B
1) Everybody was waiting for him/he was trying to walk slowly and
calmly.
2) Took time to calm down/settle/think about what he was about to
do.
3) They got up at 5am to drive him to the swimming pool.
4) He couldn’t stay out late/seldom went to parties.
5) Everyone in the packed centre was looking up at him.
6) It was the most important day/what all the training had been
for/everything he had done had been leading to this moment. 
7) This was what he had always wanted to do/he was achieving his
ambition/he was representing his country.
8) ‘Tumultuous applause’, ‘standing in their seats cheering’ Accept
answers that describe the pleasure and excitement of the crowd
because he has dived well.

Page 9 - The Dive

Section A
1) heat up. 
2) evaporates 
3) water 
4) clouds. 
5) ground. 
6) sea..

Section B
1) 

2) Plants and puddles, soak into rocks and soil.
3) Falls as snow or hail.
4) Streams or rivers.
5) Reservoirs.
6) Accept answers with supporting statements that indicate an
understanding of difficulties involved in getting water or the dangers
unclean water.
7) The ground stores heat from when the sun has been shining,
even in winter, and this stops the pipes freezing.
8) It evaporates.

Page 11 - How Does Water Get to a Tap
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Evaporation

Rain
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Section A
1) the window pane. 
2) children skating. 
3) acrobats. 
4) no water. 
5) silent. 
6) it is vital to have water.

Section B
1) Water is everywhere/plenty of water/water in all its forms.
2) There is no rain/ no water to drink/ A drought.
3) To make the reader think of the steady/constant dripping of the
rain on the window pane.
4) Just as acrobats hang and balance in the air so the icicles seem
to hang from the house eaves.
5) Accept an answer that shows an understanding that obstacles
prevent the smooth flow of water.
6) They have little/no water to drink/dying of thirst.
7) Accept an answer that shows an understanding of the word
relentless; meaning incessant, oppressively constant.
8) They are dried up/no noise of running water.
9) A picture of two different places; one place has plenty of water
the other has little or none. Verse 1 is all about the water of life,
verse two is about no water and life has gone.
10) People cannot survive without water/without water there is no
life.

Page 13 - Water is Life Section A
1) nine 
2) satellites. 
3) star 
4) orbits 
5) the moon. 
6) rockets

Section B
1)

2) Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto.
3) To move, rotate round.
4) Burning gases.
5) One exists caused by nature, the other is caused by human kind.
6) Neptune, Saturn, Uranus and Jupiter.
7) Asteroids, comets, meteors.
8) An asteroid impact.

Section A
1) the Moon. 
2) a giant white ball. 
3) difficult to sleep. 
4) happy and sad ones. 
5) cheered. 
6) an adventure.

Section B
1) In bed.
2) The window frame is like a picture frame.
3) It does not appear to move.
4) A caring parent hovers/watches over a child.
5) Can’t sleep/sleep hasn’t come/still far off.
6) He is thinking about the things that have happened in the day.
7) These events have happened/are in the past and cannot be
altered.
8) Open ended. Accept an answer that shows an understanding that
the moon is constant and comforting.
9) You can dream of adventures when sleeping. 

Page 15 - Astronauts Return To Earth After Horrific Explosion

Page 17 - The Solar System

Page 19 - The Moon

When Was the Solar System formed? 4.6 billion years ago
Hottest planet? Venus
Planets with rings? Saturn, Jupiter, Uranus, Neptune
Halley’s Comet next seen from earth? 2061
First man made object sent into space? Sputnik satellite

Section A
1) thirteen 
2) lights 
3) a problem. 
4) Lunar Module 
5) Earth. 
6) cold.

Section B
1) The Moon.
2) Lunar Module, Command Module, Service Module
3) Number two oxygen tank.
4) It was a safe place like the lifeboat on a ship.
5) Command Module.
6) Abandoned the original expedition.
7) Frightened/nervous plus supporting statement.
8) The crew were well despite their ordeal.
9) They could not see that part of the service module from inside the
spacecraft. Section A

1) nine 
2) two 
3) a programme 
4) purse. 
5) under the seat. 
6) the warm up band

Section B
1) They might not be able to get into the concert/ Upset.
2) Stuck in a traffic jam/moving slowly.
3) Lots of people moving in a steady stream/moving powerfully and
suddenly forward.
4) The crowd of people suddenly and without warning organised
themselves into orderly queues.
5) Thought they couldn’t buy a programme, wouldn’t  get into the
concert, might miss the start of the concert.
6) They wouldn’t have been able to get into the concert.
7) Open ended. Accept an answer that shows an understanding of
the excitement of the occasion/relief that they had found the
tickets/come close to missing the concert.
8) ‘I can see the floodlights’ and ‘Robbie will actually turn up’ plus
supporting statements. 

Page 21 - The Lost Concert Tickets
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