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Topic driver: Explorers 

Subject 

Read aloud text: 

Week 1 

 

Week 2 

Into the forest 

Week 3  

Into the forest 

Week 4  

Into the forest 

Week 5  

Into the forest 

Week 6  

Into the forest 

Week 7  

Into the forest 

Reading  Fiction 
Here we are by Oliver 
Jeffers 
-imagery 
-thoughts and feelings 
-collecting evidence 
-impressions 

Fiction 
Gregory cool  
-what I know 
-impressions 
-thoughts and feelings 
- contrasting a place 

Poetry 
When Count Gracula fell 
in love with a troll. 
-imagery 
-features of a poem 
- snap and copy 
-inference 

Non-fiction 
states of matter 
-what I know 
-word meaning 
- snap and copy 
- fact or opinion 

Non-fiction 
Women of Nasa 
-what I know 
-word meaning 
- snap and copy 
- fact or opinion 

Poetry week- recite a 

poem by heart 

Macavity- the mystery Cat 

 

Writing 

Narrative: Modern 

Fairy tale with a twist 

 

 Little red riding hood -

Retelling and mapping and 

writing over a week as an 

extended write 

Prediction-link to known 

fairy tale –Little Red 

Riding hood 

 

To generate a senses grid -

storm description -a 

terrible sound 

To write a suspense 

description:  

To write thought bubbles -

The next morning 

To write a prepositional 

list of everywhere in the 

house the notes were 

stuck 

 To write 

paragraph/chapter 2: 

‘Come home Dad -using 

the prepositional phrase 

list and making it flow by 

using adverbials of time 

To write a letter from 

mum to the boy to explain 

why he should not take 

the short cut through the 

forest 

Drama -Whole Class 

Process Drama-Character 

freeze frames-bring to life, 

TA/teacher retelling/In 3’s 

children retell the middle 

part -adding in action 

dialogue and description 

(speech sandwich) 

To write the middle part 

of the story-meeting the 

fairytale characters 

Assessment: To act out 

Boy putting on red coat 

and getting lost in the 

forest 

 

Whole class drawing of 

the forest -bring it to life -

add scary sounds, 

movements, and phrases 

 

To collect scary phrases 

and descriptions in a text 

and generate onto senses 

grid 

 

To write suspense (the 

boy lost on the forest) 

 

To write the end -

Grandma, dad, and boy’s 

reactions 

 

Extended ending: Dad and 

boy walking home and 

boy explaining/persuading 

dad not to tell mum that 

he took a short cut 

 

Assessment: To plan and 

write own version of into 

the Forest with chosen 

fairytale characters 

 

To retell, draw, plan write 

own version. 
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Maths Year 3  Number sense and 
exploring calculation 
strategies 
 
solve problems, including 
missing number problems, 
using number facts, place 
value, and more complex 
addition and subtraction  
• recognise the place 
value of each digit (tens, 
ones), compare and order 
numbers up to 100 

Number sense and 
exploring calculation 
strategies 
 
find 10 more or less than 
a given number  
• read and write numbers 
up to 100 in numerals and 
in words  
• solve number problems 
and practical problems 
involving these ideas 

Number sense and 
exploring calculation 
strategies 
 
identify, represent and 
estimate numbers using 
different representations, 
including the number line 
• add and subtract 
amounts of money to give 
change, using both £ and 
p in practical contexts 

Place value 
 
identify, represent and 
estimate numbers using 
different representations 
• find 10 or 100 more or 
less than a given number 
• recognise the place 
value of each digit in a 
three-digit number 
(hundreds, tens, ones) 

Place value 

 

compare and order 

numbers up to 1000 
 • read and write numbers 

up to 1000 in numerals 

and in words  
• solve number problems 

and practical problems 

involving these ideas 
 • count from 0 in 

multiples of 50 and 100 

Graphs 

• interpret and present 

data using bar charts, 

pictograms and tables  
• solve one-step and two-

step questions [for 

example, ‘How many 

more?’ and ‘How many 

fewer?’] using information 

presented in scaled bar 

charts and pictograms and 

tables 
Maths Year 4  Reasoning with large 

numbers 
•4-digit place value. Read, 
write, represent, order 
and compare 
 •Find 10, 100 or 1000 
more or less  
•Round numbers to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000 
 

Reasoning with large 
numbers 
•4-digit place value. Read, 
write, represent, order 
and compare 
 •Find 10, 100 or 1000 
more or less 
 •Round numbers to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000 
 

Addition and Subtraction 
•Select appropriate 

strategies to add and 

subtract  

•Illustrate and explain 

appropriate addition and 

subtraction strategies 

including column method 

with regrouping 

Addition and Subtraction 
•Select appropriate 

strategies to add and 

subtract  

•Illustrate and explain 

appropriate addition and 

subtraction strategies 

including column method 

with regrouping 

Addition and Subtraction 
•Select appropriate 

strategies to add and 

subtract  

•Illustrate and explain 

appropriate addition and 

subtraction strategies 

including column method 

with regrouping 

Multiplication and 

division 

•Distributive property 

including multiplying 

three 1-digit numbers 

•Mental multiplication 

and division strategies 

using place value and 

known and derived facts 

•Short multiplication and 

division  

Science  
Chemistry: States of 
Matter 
 

 Compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases  
 

Compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases  
 

Observe that some 
materials change state 
when they are heated or 
cooled, and measure or 
research the temperature 
at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C)  

Observe that some 
materials change state 
when they are heated or 
cooled, and measure or 
research the temperature 
at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C)  

Identify the part played by 

evaporation and 

condensation in the water 

cycle and associate the 

rate of evaporation with 

temperature. 

Identify the part played by 

evaporation and 

condensation in the water 

cycle and associate the 

rate of evaporation with 

temperature. 

History  
 
 

    Hidden Figures 

Key figure focus 

Address and devise 

historically valid questions 

about change, cause, 

similarity and difference, 

and significance.  

Hidden Figures 

Key figure focus 

Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

Hidden Figures 

Key figure focus 

Understand how our 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 

of sources and differing 

opinions. 

Computing  
 
Computing systems 
and networks – 

  

Lesson 1 How does a 

digital device work? 

 

Lesson 2 What parts make 

up a digital device? 

 

Lesson 3 How do digital 

devices help us? 

 

Lesson 4 How am I 

connected? 

 

Lesson 5 How are 

computers connected? 

 

Lesson 6 What does our 

school network look like? 
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Connecting computers 
(Year 3) 

 

To explain how digital 

devices function 

- I can explain that digital 

devices accept inputs 

- I can explain that digital 

devices produce outputs 

- I can follow a process 

 

 

To identify input and 

output devices 

-I can classify input and 

output devices 

-I can design a digital 

device 

-I can describe a simple 

process 

 

 

To recognise how digital 

devices can change the 

way we work 

-I can explain how I use 

digital devices for 

different activities 

-I can recognise 

similarities between using 

digital devices and non-

digital tools 

-I can suggest differences 

between using digital 

devices and non-digital 

tools 

 

To explain how a 

computer network can be 

used to share information 

 

-I can recognise different 

connections 

-I can explain how 

messages are passed 

through multiple 

connections 

-I can discuss why we 

need a network switch 

 

 

To explore how digital 

devices can be connected 

 

-I can recognise that a 

computer network is 

made up of a number of 

devices 

-I can demonstrate how 

information can be passed 

between devices 

-I can explain the role of a 

switch, server, and 

wireless access point in a 

network 

 

To recognise the physical 

components of a network 

 

-I can identify how 

devices in a network are 

connected together 

-I can identify networked 

devices around me 

-I can identify the benefits 

of computer networks 

 

RE  

How and why do 

Hindus worship at 

home and in the 

Mandir?  

 Hinduism 

To compare and 

contrast ideas about 

God 

Hinduism 

To identify what Hindu’s 

believe about gods/God  

Hinduism 

To consider why a home 

shrine is important for a 

Hindu person 

Hinduism 

To consider the 

importance of  

Hindu worship at 

home  

Hinduism 

To discover more about 

Hindu worship 

Hinduism 

To reflect on what is 

important within my life 

Music  Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Specialist Teacher 
Recorder Lessons  
 
Reading - reading rhythm 
and simplified pitch 
notation demonstrating 
high and low, , graphic 
scores that include 
elements of pitch , rhythm 
meter (NC h) 

Art & Technology   Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
 
Seeing simple shapes 
 
Identify , draw and label 
different shapes 
 

 Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
 

Geometry  

 

Identify simple geometric 

shapes 

Sketch the details 

 Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
 

Working with wire 

 

Twisting and bending wire 

Use smaller bits of wire to add 

features 

 Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
 

The four rules of shading  

 

Learn and apply four rules of 

shading 

- Work evenly and neatly 

- In one direction 

- With straight edges 

- No gaps 

 Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
  

Shading from light to dark 

 

Work on tone 

Practice shading smoothly 

from light to dark 

Filling in a template with a 

contrasting background 

 Year 3 Formal elements 
of art 
 
Children can choose from 
skills learnt to make an 
independent piece 
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PSCHE Skills builder 

Speaking 

 

P4C focus: democracy  

Skills builder 

Staying positive  

 

P4C focus: democracy 

 

Skills builder 

listening  

 

P4C focus: democracy 

Skills builder 

Leadership 

 

P4C focus: democracy 

Skills builder 

Teamwork 

 

P4C focus: democracy 

Skills builder 

Problem solving 

 

P4C focus: democracy 

Skills builder 

Creativity 

 

P4C focus: democracy 

PE  Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class - Swimming 

Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class - Swimming 

Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class - Swimming 

Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class - Swimming 

Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class - Swimming 

Invasion Games  

Netball- Coach Jamal 

Multi sports- teacher led 
Brent Class – Swimming 

Spanish   ➢ Numbers 0-10   
Letter strings – ua, ie, ei • 

Links between some 

sounds and spellings • 

Recognise number of 

syllables in words • Watch 

mouth of speaker 

 

➢ Numbers 0-10   
Letter strings – ua, ie, ei • 

Links between some 

sounds and spellings • 

Recognise number of 

syllables in words • Watch 

mouth of speaker 

 

➢ Greetings, asking 
and saying how you 
are 

Listen and respond to 

rhymes • Imitate 

pronunciation • Notice 

accents • Notice how 

punctuation may vary 

between English and 

Spanish – e.g. upside 

down question mark • 

Participate in a short 

exchange 

 

➢ Greetings, asking 
and saying how you 
are 

Listen and respond to 

rhymes • Imitate 

pronunciation • Notice 

accents • Notice how 

punctuation may vary 

between English and 

Spanish – e.g. upside 

down question mark • 

Participate in a short 

exchange 

 

➢ Classroom 
instructions 

• Auditory discrimination 

between un/una • Enjoy 

making Spanish sounds 

and practising new letters 

– rr, j • Listen to and 

follow simple commands 

   

 


