
 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 6th November 2020 

 

RPS Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I hope you all had a relaxing half term 

break and had the opportunity to spend 

quality time with your loved ones.   

On Wednesday 4th November schools 

received an updated guidance to help 

prepare for the lockdown due to start 

the following morning.  It is clear from this 

guidance that the education of children 

is being prioritized and that schools will 

continue to remain open during this 

period.  I am sure that many parents 

may feel anxious at this time. Rest 

assured that the school continue to do 

everything possible to reduce the risk of 

transmission of the virus.  I hope you have 

been able to read the update letter:   

https://bit.ly/3mVPqsU.   

Winter clothing 

As we head towards winter, the weather 

is certainly feeling a lot colder.  Please 

remember to send children into school 

with coats, hats, and scarves that are 

labelled.  We have noticed a number of 

jumpers and fleeces in school that have 

not been reclaimed and we cannot 

match them to their owner as they do 

not have a name inside. 

Reading 

We use a whole class reading approach 

at RPS.  This includes an important focus 

 

 

on extending children’s vocabulary and 

knowledge of words.  We do this by 

sharing pictures and discussing the 

meanings of words.  We sometimes 

consider dictionary definitions and also 

teach children to use the context of a 

sentence to help them decide what a 

word may mean.   

 It was great to speak to children about 

their reading and I was extremely 

impressed by how enthusiastic and 

engaged the children were.  Please do 

continue to read with your child/ren 

every night. Research shows that children 

who are read to and talk about books 

have wider vocabularies and make 

quicker progress. 

Parents Evening 

We hope you found parents evening 

informative.  I am aware that sometimes 

connection was lost during Teams 

meetings – thank you for your patience. 

The teachers were really pleased to 

finally have contact with you. 

Next week is going to be a fun packed 

week as the children engage in lots of 

maths activities and we also have 

Children in Need.   

Have a brilliant weekend! 

https://bit.ly/3mVPqsU


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the first lockdown and a long 

period of time out of education, we 

wanted to ease children back into 

school.  As you are aware, we made the 

decision to only send children with 

reading, spelling and timetables tasks for 

homework. 

We have had several parents ask when 

we will be resuming our traditional 

homework policy and I am pleased to 

say that this will be starting this half term.  

From next week the children in year 1-6 

will bring a homework book home.  This 

will be sent home on Thursday and 

should be returned by the following 

Tuesday.  This will enable us to have time 

to quarantine the books prior to setting 

new learning activities. 

  

 
 

Parent Governor Elections 

 

Dominique Phillips has resigned from her 

position as parent governor for the 

federation.  I would like to thank her for all 

her contributions and hard work as a 

governor.   

 

We now have 2 vacant parent governor 

positions.  On Wednesday you were 

emailed documents and a nomination 

form.  This explains how you can apply to 

become a parent governor.  If you would 

like a paper copy of this information 

please contact the school office.  

 

Nominations need to be received by 

Monday 16th November by 4pm.  You can 

return these to Maxine in the school office, 

either by emailing the nomination forms or 

by handing them in at the school gates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When it comes to times tables, speed 

and accuracy are important. Times 

Tables Rock Stars helps your child 

remember their times tables facts. 

As part of maths week year 4 are 

launching Times Table Rock Star ‘Battle 

of the Bands’.  The aim of the launch is to 

excite your child about times tables and 

to encourage them to do lots of 

practice.  This will be essential to help 

them prepare the children for the 

statutory year 4 times table check in 

June.    

So…on Monday 9th November 2020 

children in year 4 only can dress up as 

their Times Tables Rock Star maths 

avatar.  

Children can find their avatar by logging 

in. 

Children can change their avatar design 

by playing games and earning coins for 

every correct answer. 

Best dress will win a prize!!!!! 

  

Let the Battle Begin! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think your child may be entitled to FSM 

please complete the FSM application form.  

You can download the form using this link:  

https://bit.ly/35ydYT0 or call the school office 

to request a form.  Once you have 

downloaded and filled out the form, please 

hand your completed application into the 

school office. 

Your child may be able to get free school 

meals if you get any of the following: 

➢ Income Support 

➢ income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

➢ income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

➢ support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 

➢ the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

➢ Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 

➢ Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 

weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 

➢ Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 

April 2018 your household income must be 

less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get) 

Registering for free meals could also raise an 

extra £1,320 for your child’s primary school. 

If you require further help, please contact 

Sharon Hudson or Maxine in the school office 

or email at:  

shudson@rotherhithe.southwark.sch.uk or 

office@rotherhithe.southwark.sch.uk 

Flu Vaccinations 

Reminder that flu vaccinations will be 

administered by NHS nurses on the 12th 

November in school.  If you have not yet 

given consent for your child to be 

vaccinated and would like your child to 

receive the vaccination please contact 

Maxine at the school office. 

 

 

We are really fortunate that Southwark has 

provided a healthy meal free for all children 

in primary schools whether they are eligible 

for for FSM or not.  Some families however, 

prefer to send children into school with a 

packed lunch.  Can I please remind all 

parents that we are a ‘Healthy School’ and 

hold ‘Gold status’ for this.  If you send 

children in with a packed lunch please 

ensure that you include only healthy foods.  

Cakes, chocolate, crisps are not permitted 

in children’s lunches.  There are lots of 

healthy food that children can bring ot 

school and the pictures above show you 

some suggestions.   

Please also remember to not include any 

nut based products. 

 

 

 

This year Joe Wicks is the ambassador for Children in Need and he is leading a campaign called 

‘Five to Thrive’.  This is a themed focus on improving children’s mental health.  As you would 

expect from Joe Wicks one of the five ways to thrive is to keep active – so children will be joining in 

with some activities with Joe during the week.  On Friday 13th November children can come to 

school dressed in spots and dots for a donation towards children in need.  We will collect money 

at gates.  Clothing must be sensible but do aim to make others smile if possible! 

https://bit.ly/35ydYT0
mailto:shudson@rotherhithe.southwark.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

Attendance 

All children should aim to have above 

95% attendance.   

Class Total Best 

attendance 

Early Years 

Jellyfish  98.2%  

Penguin 98.7% 

 

Key Stage 1 

Whale 93.8%  

Octopus 84.3%  

Coral 97.4% 

 

Seal 96.6%  

Key Stage 2 

Effra 98%  

Fleet 98.7% 

 

Brent 97.4%  

Walbrook 95.6%  

Ravensbourne 96.9%  

Wandle 97.3%  

Lea 92.5%  

Thames 96.2%  

Well done to the classes with the best 

attendance this week.  Keep up the good 

work everyone!! 

Please do not book holidays during term 

time. This negatively affects your 

children’s education. 

Please remember you may need to 

quarantine after trips abroad. 

 

 

 

9.11.20 Maths Week 

11.11.20 Remembrance Day 

12.11.20 Flu vaccinations 

whole school 

13.11.20 Children in Need- No-

school uniform day 

Week beginning 

16.11.20 

Virtual parents 

meeting for children 

with SEND 

16.11.20 Parent governor 

nominations to be 

submitted 

Week beginning 

16.11.20 

Anti-bullying week 

16.12.20 Class Parties 

11.12.20 Christmas Jumper Day 

17.12.20 Virtual Award 

Ceremonies 

18.12.20 Break up -100% 

attendance 

certificates. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whale Faryal Faryal always tries her best and is always keen to help her 

friends and share her ideas with the class. We are very proud 

of her! 

Octopus Reyaan Reyaan has been exceptional in maths this week. He has 

been able to name and describe 2D and 3D shapes 

independently. Well done Reyaan! 

Coral Precious For being kind and helpful to her peers.  She displayed good 

understanding of the use of commas in lists by explaining it 

to her writing partner too!  I was impressed – well done! 

Seal Musa Musa has worked really hard to improve his phonics and 

reading. He has impressed Olga and Jasmine with his effort 

in Phonics Club too. Great work Musa! 

Effra Dontea Our Star of the week is Dontea. He has impressed us all week 

with his independence during English. He has produced an 

excellent piece of writing and then some creative sentences 

of his own. Brilliant! 

Fleet Taisia Taisia for all your hard work in class this week. In maths 

especially she was able to visually represent her calculations 

using dienes while working more independently. Well done 

for always trying your best! 

Brent Lilly Lilly has returned to school in a very calm and settled 

manner. She has listened to instructions and new learning 

and is able to apply it to her work independently. Keep it up! 

Walbrook  Dylan For her amazing art work.  Dylan demonstrates great 

imagination and creativity with her drawings and her art 

work.  She is an inspiration to others! 

Ravensbourne Nicolas B For great improvement in all areas of the curriculum and 

always trying his best. He is very well behaved. Keep up the 

good work Nicolas! 

Wandle Dylan  For her amazing art work. Dylan demonstrates great 

imagination and creativity within her drawings and her art 

work is an inspiration for others.  

Lea Leunit 

 

Mikey 

 

For being an ambitious writer, who always challenges himself 

and up-levels his writing. This week, especially, the quality of 

his content reads like a published biography. Well done! 

For kindness towards others.  He has really impressed the 

learning mentors with his empathetic and support of others.  

Well done and keep it up! 

Thames Elliana Elliana is a kind, respectful and hardworking member of 

Thames class. She embodies all our school values and is a 

role model to those around her. Fantastic! 

 


