
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                 

                     

                                       

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

 

RPS Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been a challenging week at RPS with 

two classes being directed to self-isolate 

after staff members received positive 

covid-19 test results.  As soon as I received 

the first result, actions were put into place 

on Sunday 27th September to isolate 

Wandle class and contain the virus. 

Unfortunately, a different member of staff 

from Walbrook class tested positive for 

covid-19 on Wednesday.  As the children 

were in school when we received the 

result, actions were put into place to 

isolate the children and staff while on 

school premises.  The adults and children 

remained in class.  They had a playtime on 

their own and they ate dinner in their 

classroom.  Home learning packs were 

printed ready for them to take home.  I 

would like to thank Anthony and Marvette 

for managing the situation in class 

extremely well, ensuring children were 

calm and well cared for. 

I have been approached by a number of 

parents asking me questions, so I have 

created a ‘Frequently Asked Question’ 

page that answers those received.  Please 

read this carefully. 

Public Health England                                       

I spent this Friday afternoon discussing all 

our cases in detail with Public Health 

England and asked many questions.   

 

 

 

We discussed the school’s arrangements to 

manage the virus including our current 

cleaning regime. 

PHE are closely monitoring the situation and 

I will communicate directly with them in the 

event of further positive cases.   

Calls and queries  

We are aware that parents may be finding 

it difficult at times to get through to the 

school office. I would like to request that 

parents are patient with office staff as we 

are operating with a reduced staffing and 

are receiving a high volume of calls.  We 

are doing our best to respond to your 

queries as quickly as possible.  

Absences 

If you would like to discuss your child’s 

absences can I request that you email Lisa 

Salkeld-Townsley directly as she is 

managing attendance remotely.  Do not 

email the teacher if your child is going to 

be absent as this email may not be read 

until after school. Her email address is:  

lsalkeld@rotherhithe.southwark.sch.uk 

Poor weather at entry and exit times 

Please be patient at these times.  We will try 

to get children into class as quickly as 

possible whilst still protecting bubbles from 

crossing.  We will try to avoid children  
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New Build Update 

Farrans have experienced a break in on 

site while the site was closed.  This 

weekend, CCTV camera’s have been 

installed to ensure the construction site is 

protected and security guards have been 

posted on duty.   

Please see the website for their most 

recent newsletter. 

waiting in the wet weather as far as 

possible and may call children in earlier 

than their allocated timeslot, but we must 

protect bubbles. 

Releasing children safely 

We are asking parents to line up in the 

allocated areas.  This is to promote social 

distancing.  We thank parents who are 

following these instructions.  We will 

release children to parents who are lining 

up in the allocated areas first.  Please do 

not call your children from their lines.  The 

member of staff will call your child.  This is 

to ensure children are released safely and 

that we have seen parents.  

Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for FSM and we 

direct them to self-isolate, we will prepare 

a food hamper for your child. Please let 

the school know if you do not want the 

hamper or are unable to collect it to 

avoid food wastage. 

Messages at gates 

Please avoid passing messages at the 

gate.  If you have a question for the 

teacher, please email them directly and 

they will respond as quickly as possible.  If 

you do try to speak to us at the gate, 

please do not be offended if we cannot 

speak to you straight away.  We may 

have to ask you to wait whilst we organize 

children.  We would also remind you to 

please maintain a safe distance when 

talking to staff. 

School Photographer 

Due to the current closure of classes we 

have made the decision to postpone the 

school photographer until later in the year. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend.  Take 

care and stay safe. 

 

Diversity Month 

October begins our celebration of diversity 

at RPS. We will be looking at Human 

Creativity from around the world, 

culminating in a whole school art project. 

We will explore 'the roots that connect us 

and the identity that makes us who we are 

today.'  We will be sharing real life stories 

and experiences that have shaped the 

lives of real people starting with a special 

assembly from Galiema the Executive Head 

talking about living through apartheid in 

South Africa. 

Children will learn about the timeline of 

Black History during October. We 

encourage you to share the new, updated 

collection of 100 great Black Britons. 

https://100greatblackbritons.com/  with 

your children. RPS is committed to ensuring 

that every child is represented by our 

curriculum. Moving forward, our 

celebration of diversity will not be limited to 

one month. We are working to weave 

diversity throughout every aspect of our 

learning, including every child and we look 

forward to sharing more information with 

you over the coming weeks. 

 

https://100greatblackbritons.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that next Friday, the 9th of 

October, we are turning the school into 

a sunny shade of yellow to raise funds 

and awareness for World Mental Health 

Day. Children are requested to wear 

yellow and donate £1. 

All money raised will be given to the 

‘Young Minds’ charity that campaign 

for mental health services for children.  

Let us hope for sunny weather too! 

 

 

If you think your child may be entitled to FSM 

please complete the FSM application form.  

You can download the form using this link:  

https://bit.ly/35ydYT0 or call the school office 

to request a form.  Once you have 

downloaded and filled out the form, please 

hand your completed application into the 

school office. 

Your child may be able to get free school 

meals if you get any of the following: 

➢ Income Support 

➢ income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

➢ income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

➢ support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 

➢ the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

➢ Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 

➢ Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 

weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 

➢ Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 

April 2018 your household income must be 

less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get) 

Registering for free meals could also raise an 

extra £1,320 for your child’s primary school. 

If you require further help, please contact 

Sharon Hudson in the school office or email her 

at:  shudson@rotherhithe.southwark.sch.uk 

Harvest Festival Donations 

Thank you for the generous donations 

of food for Harvest Festival.  We are still 

collecting donations until Friday 9th 

October.  These donations will be given 

to Southwark Foodbank. 

 

 

I am always impressed by the hard work and 

dedication of our teachers here at RPS. They 

truly go above and beyond to help our children 

in all sorts of ways. During current times they 

have been flexible and adaptable. 

 I am sure you would like to join me in saying a 

huge…. 

 

Monday 5th October is 

National Teachers Day! 

https://bit.ly/35ydYT0


 

 

 

 

Attendance 

All children should aim to have above 

95% attendance.   

Class Total Best 

attendance 

Early Years 

Jellyfish  87.9% 

 

Penguin 79.9%  

Key Stage 1 

Whale 89.8%  

Octopus 91.1% 

 

Coral 88.9%  

Seal 88.6%  

Key Stage 2 

Effra 92.2%  

Fleet 90.7%  

Brent 89.6%  

Walbrook N/A  

Ravensbourne 97.2% 

 

Wandle N/A  

Lea 92.7%  

Thames 93.5%  

 

Well done to the classes with the best 

attendance this week.  Keep up the good 

work everyone!! 

Please do not book holidays during term 

time. This negatively affects your 

children’s education. 

 

 

 

5.10.20 Diversity Month 

begins 

5.10.20 Thank a Teacher 

Day 

9.10.20 Hello Yellow – World 

Mental Health day 

13 and 14.10.20 School 

photographer  

19.10.20 Creativity Week 

begins 

23.10.20 Break up for half 

term 

2.11.20 Children return to 

school 

3.11.20 

4.11.10 

Virtual Parents 

Evening -- Teams 

9.11.20 Maths Week 

12.11.20 Flu vaccinations 

whole school 

Week beginning 

16.11.20 

Virtual parents 

meeting for 

children with SEND 

Week beginning 

16.11.20 

Anti-bullying week 

16.12.20 Class Parties 

11.12.20 Christmas Jumper 

Day 

17.12.20 Virtual Award 

Ceremonies 

18.12.20 Break up -100% 

attendance 

certificates. 

 

Cancelled 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Octopus Kloe  For doing amazing writing. She can write 

independently and uses her word bank if she needs 

support. She is also brilliant in Maths mastery and 

always uses full sentences and gives detailed 

explanations.  Amazing! 

Coral Tomiwa For independently using his phonics and word bank 

to write a story.  Well done Tomiwa! 

Seal Lauk For working really hard in ICT. Lauk kindly helped his 

classmates with logging on and taught them how to 

play the game. He has been playing a lot at home 

and has got to level 38!  Impressive! 

Effra  Jasmine For wonderful leadership in learning. Jasmine has 

supported children in whole class learning and set a 

great example with her attitude. She also has 

supported her talk partner with their learning too. Star 

pupil! 

Walbrook Whole Class To the whole class for following instructions well on 

Wednesday, with the move to remote learning.  Well 

done! 

Lea Renoir I set the class a challenge to be positive leaders in PE; 

Renoir gave his best, was a great sportsman and 

positive role model for the class with his good 

behaviour. All the adults were impressed with him – 

well done Renoir! 

 

 


