Monday: PSHE
Link to lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/black-lives-matter-5b5437
Black Lives Matter
[image: ]In today's lesson, we visit a key topic of Black Lives Matter, given the recent case of George Floyd. The lesson is around creating hope for the future – a future that is not based on the colour of someone's skin but the content of their character. A national push for an Oak Tree of Hope will be shared, where we all share a hope using #Iamhopefulfor and attach it to a tree as a symbol of the diversity of our society.

There has been some very sad news recently, where we saw a death in the United States of America, where a Black man called George Floyd died at the hands of a policeman. As you may have seen in the news, it has sparked outrage and many, many protests have been organised as a result. We must work hard to unite our country, unite hearts, and break down barriers that exist. 
Today’s learning goals:
· Understand why Black Lives Matter (BLM) is topical and important to us all
· Understand bias 
· Contribute to the #Iamhopeful campaign for BLM across the country
· Save lives; safeguard lives; value lives
A message of hope from the Oak National Academy:
We are strong. We are rooted trees. Trees have many branches, but they all form part of the same tree. Trees have many leaves of different tones and colours, but they all form part of the same tree. When strong winds blow, they blow indiscriminately. The whole tree is affected, but the beautiful rhythm and synchronization of the branches as they sway side to side, withstanding and absorbing the forces. The tree represents the diversity of our society when the winds of prejudice and discrimination and inequality and racism blow, they’ll blow stronger than ever. We must withstand in sync, in harmony. We fight against these forces. We can and we will. Hope, as the Archbishop of Canterbury put it, is not like buying a lottery ticket and hoping to win. It is certainty that it is our end. We must bridge the knowledge with action, peaceful action, but action no less. We can and we will. 

Let’s play out a little scenario:
[image: ]On the left we have Jonathan who is a policeman on his day off. He is walking through the high street with his family, just buying some groceries. 
On the right we have Anthony, who is also walking through town.  He’s got on his hoodie, his lucky black gloves, and his favourite pair of trainers. It’s a very sunny day. Anthony needs some cash because he desperately wants a new pair of trainers he’s seen on TV. All his friends have them, and he has felt a little left out because has hasn’t had enough money to buy them… until now! 
Back to Jonathan who gets to the front of the queue with all of his groceries when he realises that in the rush to get out of the house, he has put on the wrong pair of jeans! It was his other pair of jeans where he had all his cash! Not to worry, he still has his bank card and thinks he’ll walk towards a bank and take some cash out and then go back and pay for his groceries. He walks towards the bank. 
As Jonathan turns the corner towards the bank, he realises a robbery has taken place in there. In absolute haste, he runs towards the bank and sees Anthony running out of the bank, straight down the street, where he trips up and falls. Pedestrians stand over him thinking he is now the robber who has been caught. Jonathan also runs towards Anthony hoping to hold him before the police come.
Within minutes, the police arrive at the scene.
Now, just for a moment, I would like you to imagine you are Jonathan (the policeman who is off duty). You are going to support the policemen.
Now, who do you think did it? What makes you think that? What are your clues? What are you going to do about it?
What did you choose to do and why? Did you think Anthony did it? Hmmm… so you have your suspicions. Why do you have those suspicions?
The fact that he was wanting those trainers badly and didn’t have the money and maybe was pushed toward crime? His black gloves. Another interesting point and observation.
Some of us think Anthony did do it, based on the clothes he is wearing and based on the fact that he has not had money to buy the trainers he wanted at a particular time.
Let’s find out what really happened. It turns out that Anthony actually fought off the criminal in the bank, but the criminal escaped and ran down the high street. It was Anthony who went to try and chase him but tripped up and fell. Why do you think some of those pedestrians thought Anthony did it?
The reason why some people would think it was Anthony is based on some details about him.
[image: ]
What do we think ‘bias’ means?
Prejudice is an opinion that is not based on anything reasonable. For example, some of us thought that based on the fact that he had black gloves on and his hoodie on and the fact that he was running out of the bank, and the fact that he wanted trainers that he couldn’t afford, that Anthony did it. 
I’m sure that nobody at home during this lesson thought Anthony did it because of the colour of his skin, but unfortunately, there are occasions where people have a bias based on the colour of somebody’s skin. This is very dangerous and can lead to some tragic outcomes.
Tragedies do happen, and it seems too many take place based on biases that many people will hold. Sometimes they don’t know they hold these biases.


[image: ]This is George Floyd. He was a great lover of hip hop music. He was a massive basketball fan. He had children who adored him. He had many things going for him. He got caught up in something, and based on the bias of a policeman, his life was taken. These are the implications of the worst-case scenario of biases. This bias was based on the colour of his skin.
Remember that a bias is not based on anything reasonable. It is very important that we stick to the facts. Facts are very important. It is the truth; it is something we can’t argue with. Once our opinion comes into the equation, we then have to make sure it is an opinion that is not based on a bias that is unreasonable, such as the colour of one’s skin because that can take us down the wrong road. As in that terrible incident that took place in America, it took that particular policeman down the wrong road. He assumed and suspected based on something that was just not reasonable. 
We need to help each other to overcome our biases and challenge one another in a peaceful and friendly manner for any biases that they or we may hold.
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can.” – Dr. Martin Luther King
We need to be the drivers of love. We need to be the bringers of light.
[image: ]
Our society is like a tree. We have many branches, some of them, as you can see are twisting and growing tall, but ultimately are all part of the same tree. The leaves will have different tones and colours, but as mentioned earlier, they are all part of the same tree. We are all part of the same race- the human race. We may have different colours, sizes, shapes, beliefs, but we are one. As a signal of this gesture, we need to grow and learn from our errors and those of others. We need to focus on this task and make this one of the most important tasks we will do in PSHE. This is called The Oak Tree of Hope where we are going to hang a message of hope for everybody to see.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Task:
Cut a leaf shapes piece of paper out and write a short message of hope for the BLM #Iamhopeful campaign. Ask a parent or carer to help attach this to a tree and take a picture of it. We want to see trees across the country covered in BLM messages of hope for a better tomorrow- where bias based on skin colour is no longer an issue.
[image: ]Example:  























PSHE: Tuesday
If you have not already seen this, please take a few minutes to watch this assembly put together by Suzy: http://rotherhitheprimary.co.uk/rps-news/blm-assembly-22nd-june-2020/
Today: Carrying on with our learning from yesterday about the BLM movement, you are going to create a message hope for a better tomorrow. 
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