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Philip 1l of Spain

He had been married to Elizabeth's Catholic sister, Mary
Tudor, and on Mary's death, Philip proposed marriage to
Elizabeth, in the hope that he could keep England in the
Catholic fold, but Elizabeth declined him (as she did all her
suitors). Philip was horrified when England reverted once
more to Protestantism. Moreover, Elizabeth supported the.
Protestant Dutch rebels in the Netherlands in their struggle
against Catholic Spain. The final religious reason was the
execution of the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots in 1587 Philip
also had a commercial reason to wage war: English pirates
were attacking and robbing Spanish treasure ships carrying
home gold and silver bullion from the Spanish mines in
South America.

Philip Il of Spain and
Mary Tudor.
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The invasion plan

The invasion plan centred around the formidable
Spanish infantry, the bulk of which was stationed in the
Spanish Netherlands, under the command of the Duke
of Parma. A fleet of flat-bottomed boats was built in
Antwerp to transport the Spanish soldiers. Meanwhile, in
ships to be assembled, ready to
to escort Parma’s invasion force safely across the English
Channel, and to carry additional soldiers and supplies.

ports of Spain, Philip ordered a huge armada of 130

ail to the Netherlands

Duke of Parma
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Comprehension Questions (answer in full sentences):

When did Elizabeth | come to the throne?
Explain why Elizabeth's reign is described as a golden age.
Give three reasons why Philip Il of Spain decided to invade England.

Which do you think was the most important reason for the invasion, and why?

Elizabeth | came to the throne in 1558.
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Key words and concept:

Golden age: Idyllic, often imaginary past time of peace, prosperity and happiness.
Armada: Fleet of warships.

Elizabethan: From the reign of Elizabeth |

Gloriana: Name, meaning glorious, given to Elizabeth | towards the end of her reign.

New World: Name given to North and South America, when these continents had been
‘discovered'at the end of the 15" century.

Catholic: Member of the Roman Catholic Church.

Protestant: Member of one of the Western Christian Churches which emerged during the 16"
century in protest against Catholicism.

Heretic: Person whose beliefs question or contradict the established church.
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Key People:
Elizabeth I: Queen of England and Ireland (ruled 1558 - 1603). Known as ‘Gloriana’ and ‘Good
Queen Bess.

Phi ing of Spain who was married to Mary Tudor and who launched the Spanish Armada
against Elizabeth |

Mary Tudor: Queen of England (reigned 1553 -58). Wife of Philip Il of Spain.

Mary, Queen of Scots: Queen of Scotland. Cousin of Elizabeth |. Mother of James |. Executed in
1587,

Parma, Duke of: Commander of the Spanish forces fighting the Dutch rebels in the reign of
Elizabeth |
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The Spanish Armada

“I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and
stomach of a king, and a king of England too, and think it foul scorn that
Parma, or Spain, or any prince of Europe should dare to invade the borders of
my realm.” Elizabeth I's Tilbury speech

Key Vocabulary:
Feeble = weak
Realm = a kingdom

Portrait of Elizabeth | commemorating the defeat of the Spanish Armada, known s the Armada Portrait
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The Elizabethan Golden Age

Elizabeth | is usually regarded as one of England's greatest monarchs. Her reign
is seen as a golden age when art and literature flourished, trade boomed, and
England enjoyed a long period of peace and stability after the religious turmoil
of the previous two reigns. Elizabeth was Queen of England and Ireland for
forty-five years: from 1558 to 1603. Of all her achievements, the defeat of the
Spanish Armada in 1588 was the most spectacular. Elizabeth was eulogised
afterwards as ‘Gloriana!, and she has gone down in history as the ever popular
‘Good Queen Bess'

Key Vocabulary:

Golden age = an Idyllic period of time

Turmoil = confusion

Eulogised = highly praised
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Philip Il of Spain

Philip Il of Spain ruled over a vast empire, including Portugal,
the Spanish Netherlands and extensive territories in the ‘New
World'. He was the most powerful king in Europe at the time,

and he had many reasons to wage war on Elizabeth. First and
foremost were his religious reasons. Philip was a devout
Catholic and regarded all Protestants as heretics. Philip saw
himself as the champion of Catholicism in Europe.
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