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How To Play The Recorder
Non-Fiction (Instructions)Theme 4 Music

Your recorder has eight finger holes,
seven on the front, and one on the
back. Place your left hand thumb on
the back hole and your left hand
index finger (your first finger) on the
top hole at the front.

Cover the next two front holes with
your second and third finger, again
with your left hand.

Next, place your right hand fingers
over the lower holes, supporting the

instrument with your thumb by
resting it on the back of the recorder.

Make sure that all the holes on the
recorder are covered. If they are not
covered properly, it will affect the
sound made.

To create your first sound, place the
tip of the mouthpiece in your mouth
making sure that the sound hole just
below the mouthpiece is not
covered.

Blow gently into the mouthpiece to
create your first note. With all the
holes covered you should be able to
produce the note, middle C.

Use the diagram above to practise
changing your fingers to create
different notes. The black dots show
the holes that are covered.

How to get started with your new Recorder

Recorder Finger Chart

front view



1 How many holes need to be
covered to play the following
notes?

2 Where can the eight finger holes be found on a recorder?

3 What happens if you do not cover a hole properly?

4 Where is the sound hole located?

5 What is the name given to the hole on the back of the recorder?

6 Why is one part of the recorder called the mouthpiece?

7 How can different notes be played on the recorder?

8 What do the black dots represent in the ‘Recorder Finger Chart’?

Write a short set of instructions describing how to get a sound out of another
instrument. (Hint, if you are not musical you could always describe a drum
kit!) It may help to draw a simple labelled diagram to go with your instructions.

Choose the best word or group of words to fit the passage and put a ring
around your choice.

Your recorder has  

1 four six eight ten

finger holes. Place your left hand

2 thumb little finger toe index finger

on the back hole and your left hand

3 thumb little finger toe index finger

on the top hole at the front. Cover the next two front holes with the 2nd and
3rd finger of your left hand. Next place your  

4 right hand left hand   right foot left foot

fingers over the lower holes. To create a sound blow

5 hard softly gently carefully

into the mouthpiece. With all the holes covered you should be able to make
the note, middle 

6 A. B. C. D.

Change the number of holes covered by your fingers to make different notes.
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How To Play The Recorder Note No. of holes covered

Middle C

E

F

C

B
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