
                                                 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 11th October 2019 

 

RPS Weekly Newsletter 

Flu vaccinations 

Children from Reception to year 6, will be 

receiving flu vaccinations on Monday 14th 

October.  If you would like your child to have 

this vaccination, please sign and return the 

form to school. 

 

This week our year 3 children had valuable 

road safety training.  Each class had a 

professional who talked with them about 

the rules for crossing the road safely.  Then 

the class went out of school to put this 

knowledge into practice.  The children had 

to identify safe places to cross the road and 

then they crossed roads in small groups with 

adult supervision. 

They were very well behaved.  Please 

speak to your children about what they 

learned and encourage them to explain 

this when you are crossing roads. 

Year 3 Pedestrian Training 

Mayflower 

The Mayflower was a ship that was 

commanded and part-owned by 

Captain Christopher Jones who lived in 

Rotherhithe.  In 1620, he was given 

permission to sail to America.  Crossing 

the Atlantic at this time was extremely 

dangerous, but after a number of 

challenges the ship set sail on the 16th 

September.  The journey was at times 

treacherous and sickness was rife on 

board the ship, but eventually the 

voyagers reached Cape Cod.   

This year marks the 400th anniversary of 

this journey.  There will be a number of 

events locally to celebrate this time in 

Rotherhithe’s history.  

On Monday our year 4 children took 

part in Celidh music and dance 

workshops as part of the Mayflower 

celebrations.  The children had great 

fun.  We look forward to more 

celebrations throughout the year. 

 



 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk to School 

We encourage you all to walk, cycle or 

scoot to school. This is far healthier and 

safer, reducing air pollution. 

However, if you decide to drive, please 

ensure that you park safely and sensibly.  

Do not block the entrance at Hawkstone 

Road. 

Do not park in Addy House parking.  

Parents have been clamped and locked 

in for doing so.  The school has no 

jurisdiction over this area and cannot 

assist if your car is clamped. 

Coats and jackets 

The weather has been rather wet of late 

and it has started to feel like we are 

heading towards winter.  As the 

temperature drops, please make sure 

your children have appropriate jackets 

or coats to wear at playtime.   

Please make sure these items have your 

child’s names clearly written on them. 

 

 

Uniform and parent pay 

Parents must pay for school uniform in 

advance using parent pay.  The uniform 

can then be collected on Fridays from 

the school office. 

It takes a day for the money to process 

and reach the school office so please 

bear this in mind when ordering school 

uniform. 

 

 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to 

Iman, TA who will be leaving us on the 31st 

October.  We have a replacement TA 

called Quendresa and welcome her to 

Rotherhithe. 

We will also be waving a fond fairwell to 

Kellie Ansell who will be taking a year long 

sabbatical to travel to South America.  

Kellie will be finishing on the last day of 

half term.  We wish both Iman and Kellie 

well and thank them for their hard work.  

We have recruited a great teacher 

called Simone to teach Kingfisher class.  

Amber will be gradually handing over to 

her prior to starting her maternity leave.  

Amber’s last day is due to be the 8th 

November. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th Oct Start of poetry week 

14th Oct Flu vaccinations – Reception to year 6 

17th Oct 6 pm Governors Standards and 

curriculum meeting         

18th Oct 

28th Oct 

Break up for half term 

Children return to school 

31st Oct Reception open morning 

Week 

starting 11th 

Nov 

Anti-bullying week                                                      

SEN meetings with parents 

18th Nov Maths week 

19th Nov 6 pm Governors Resources committee 

meeting 

21st Nov Reception open morning 

6th Dec Christmas Fair 

10th Dec 6 pm FGB meeting 

11th Dec Carol Concert Year 3-6  

12th Dec Xmas Play - Nursery am Reception pm 

13th Dec Xmas Play KS1                                                  

Christmas jumper day 

16th Dec KS2 Achievement Award Ceremony 

11:30 Parents Evening 

Start of poetry week 

17th Dec Award Ceremony KS 1 11:15    

18th Dec Class parties pm (own clothes)   

Parents Evening 

19th Dec LAST DAY finish at 2pm! 

 

 

 

 

You are warmly invited to attend your child’s 

class performance. 

KS1 (year 1 & 2) start time 11:15 am 

Coral Class   6th November 

Whale Class  20th November 

KS2 (year 3-6) start time 11:30 am 

Belfast Class  16th October 

Pearl Class   6th November 

Kon Tiki              13th November 

Mayflower  20th November 

Calypso  4th December 

 

October marked the start of black history 

month and our children have been 

learning about inspiring black people 

who have made a difference in history. 

Rosa Parks is one of the famous women 

the children have been inspired by.  Here 

are some quick facts about Rosa Parks. 

Born February 4, 1913, she died in 

October 24, 2005.  Rosa Parks was an 

American civil rights leader whose refusal 

to give up her seat to a white passenger 

on a segregated bus led to the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Her bravery led 

to nationwide efforts to end racial 

segregation. 

After her famous act, Parks lost her job 

and endured death threats for years to 

come. 

 

Cutty Sark class did an amazing class 

assembly teaching the rest of KS2 about 

momentous characters in history.  Well 

done. 

Colleen and Galiema both lived through 

apartheid in South African and the 

children are fascinated when they 

recount tales of the segregation the 

experienced.   

 

 

 



 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Attendance  
 

The classes with the best attendance for this 

week are:                                                                                                                                                                   

KS1: Whale Class 95.6%  

KS2: Kon Tiki Class 97.4% 

 

  

Amazing!  Keep up the good work everyone!! 

Please do not book holidays during term time. 

This negatively affects your children’s 

education. 

                              

Attendance is Important 

Good Attendance = Good progress 

Attendance %= Number of days attended out of 190 days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a clear link between poor attendance at school and low levels of achievement. Poor 

attendance can disrupt a pupils own learning and that of other pupils. It has a damaging effect on a 

child’s education. 

Pupils who attend school regularly are likely to leave school with more qualifications and increased 

access to employment opportunities than children with persistent absence. 
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9 days 
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90% 

171 

days 
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100% 
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0 days 
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152 

days 
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Persistent Absence 

A child is considered to 

be persistently absent if 

their attendance is 90% 

or below.   

We will be holding 

meetings with parents 

whose children are 

persistently absent. 

Cause for Concern Serious Concern Keep it up! 

New Build Update 

You may have noticed builders have 

placed temporary gates onto the school 

grounds on Hawkstone Road.  This is so that 

they can clear the ground ready for the 

next stage of the building work. 

From December the school playground will 

be out of bounds.  The school’s access point 

will be from Rotherhithe New Road.  The 

children’s play space will also be on this side 

of the school. 

The order of the children’s day may alter 

slightly so we can ensure they have 

appropriate space to play.  The children are 

thinking of ideas to ensure this space is fun. 

 






